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She’s pregnant. She needs an abortion. And she lives in Ireland, where 
abortion is banned in almost all cases. 

When she goes to the clinic for help, the law intimidates her doctor into 
silence. When she considers asking her family for support, shame keeps 
her from speaking. It doesn’t matter that she was raped, that the pregnancy 
is not viable, that her health is in danger – she can’t get an abortion in 
Ireland.

If she can afford it, she is effectively exiled to another country so she can 
safely get the treatment she needs. If she can’t, she takes the abortion pill 
in Ireland – and breaks the law. 

She shouldn’t have to face a legion of obstacles just because she’s taking a 
decision that really belongs to her. She shouldn’t be denied the healthcare 
that is her right. She shouldn’t be let down by a government that’s happy 
to export its human rights responsibilities. She shouldn’t have to fear the law. 

She is our mother, our sister, our cousin, our friend. 
She is a woman who needs an abortion. 
She is not a criminal.



#notacriminal 

Ireland has one of the world’s most discriminatory and 

punitive abortion laws. Women and girls face up to 14 

years in prison for having an abortion.  

The only case in which a woman is legally allowed to 

terminate her pregnancy, is when her life is deemed 

to be in immediate danger of death. That’s it.

Abortion is not a crime. Abortion saves lives. Abortion 

is a human right, at a minimum: when your life or health 

is at risk, if you’ve been raped, in cases of incest and 

if the foetus is not viable. 

More than 41.000 Danish activists have signed 

Amnesty International’s global petition to decriminalise 

abortion in Ireland.

3.000 Danish women and men have had their 

picture taken behind bars in solidarity with Irish girls 

and women. 
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