
 

 

 

 EGYPT: ¬OFFICIALLY, 

 YOU DO NOT EXIST 
DISAPPEARED AND TORTURED IN THE NAME OF COUNTER-TERRORISM  

 



 

 
 

© Amnesty International 2016 
Except where otherwise noted, content in this document is licensed under a Creative Commons 
(attribution, non-commercial, no derivatives, international 4.0) licence. 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode 
For more information please visit the permissions page on our website: www.amnesty.org 
Where material is attributed to a copyright owner other than Amnesty International this  
material is not subject to the Creative Commons licence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cover image: In the Lazoughly National Security Agency offices inside the headquarters of the Ministry of 
Interior, Cairo, detainees were blindfolded and handcuffed for 24 hours. To prevent detainees from 
sleeping, they were handcuffed to one another and on the other side, to a high wall, injuring their wrists, 
arms and shoulders. © Amnesty International 

 

First published in 2016 
by Amnesty International Ltd 
Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street 
London WC1X 0DW, UK 
 

Index: MDE 12/4368/2016 
Original language: English 

 
  

amnesty.org 

 Amnesty International is a global movement of more    

 than 7 million people who campaign for a world   

 where human rights are enjoyed by all.  

 Our vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights   

 enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights   

 and other international human rights standards.  

 We are independent of any government, political   

 ideology, economic interest or religion and are funded    

 mainly by our membership and public donations.  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://www.amnesty.org/


 

EGYPT: ¬OFFICIALLY, YOU CN MNS DWHRS  
DISAPPEARED AND TORTURED IN THE NAME OF COUNTER-TERRORISM  

Amnesty International 
3 

CONTENTS 

CONTENTS 3 

GLOSSARY 6 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 7 

2. METHODOLOGY 12 

3. BACKGROUND 14 

4. OVERVIEW 17 

 4.1 FROM MUBARAJR RRH SN @K-RHRHR MR@9 MDV M@LD, CONTINUED VIOLATIONS 17 

 4.2 ARREST AND DETENTION STATISTICS 18 

 4.3 SCALE OF ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES 19 

 4.4 PROFILES OF PEOPLE TARGETED 20 

 4.5 DURATION AND PLACES OF DETENTIONS 20 

NSA LAZOUGHLY OFFICE HEADQUARTERS OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR 21 

NSA OFFICES IN ALEXANDRIA, ALEXANDRIA SECURITY DIRECTORATE 21 

NSA OFFICE IN TANTA, GHARBEYA CENTRAL SECURITY FORCES CAMP 22 

5. ARBITRARY ARRESTS, DETENTIONS AND ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES   23 

KARIM ABD EL-MOEZ DISAPPEARED FOR ALMOST FOUR MONTHS 25 

THE KHALIL FAMILY DISAPPEARED FOR UP TO 122 DAYS 26 

THE FARAG FAMILY  DISAPPEARED FOR OVER 150 DAYS 28 

THE EL-HAMID FAMILY HELD INCOMMUNICADO FOR TWO WEEKS, FOLLOWED BY PRE-TRIAL DETENTION 29 

SOHAIB SAAD, ISRAA AL-TAWEEL, OMAR MOHAMED ALI, THREE FRIENDS DISAPPEARED FOR 16 DAYS 30 

6. ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES  OF CHILDREN 32 

MAZEN MOHAMED ABDALLAH FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD STUDENT, DISAPPEARED AND RAPED  IN DETENTION 32 

ASER MOHAMED, AGED 14, DISAPPEARED FOR 34 DAYS 34 

OMAR AYMAN MOHAMED MAHMOUD, AGED 17, DISAPPEARED FOR 44 DAYS 35 



 

EGYPT: ¬OFFICIALLY, YOU CN MNS DWHRS  
DISAPPEARED AND TORTURED IN THE NAME OF COUNTER-TERRORISM  

Amnesty International 

4 

 6.1 CHILDREN SUBJECTED TO ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE FOR A SECOND TIME 36 

EBADA AHMED GOMAA 37 

FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD SCHOOL BOY, DISAPPEARED FOR MORE THAN 50 DAYS 37 

ABD EL-RAHMAN OSAMA, AGED 17, SUBJECTED TO ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE TWICE 38 

7. TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT OF DETAINEES 40 

 7.1 METHODS OF TORTURE 41 

 7.2 CASES 41 

 7.3 TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT OF CHILDREN 43 

SEXUAL VIOLENCE AND RAPE 43 

SUSPENSION BY THE LIMBS AND ELECTRIC SHOCKS, INCLUDING TO THE GENITALS 44 

VIDEOTAPED AND PHOTOGRAPHED CONFESSIONS 44 

8. OFFICIAL DENIALS 46 

MAGDY ABD EL-FG@EE@Q DFXOSR HMSDQHNQ LHMHRSDQ 47 

ITALIAN STUDENT GIULIO REGENI INTERNATIONAL OUTCRY OVER TORTURE AND ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE IN EGYPT 48 

9. COMPLICITY OF PROSECUTORS 50 

 9.1 THE PUBLIC PROSECUTION 50 

 9.2 THE SUPREME STATE SECURITY PROSECUTION 51 

 9.3 CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS FOR CHILDREN AND THE CHILD PROSECUTION 52 

 9.4 LACK OF INDEPENDENCE OF THE PUBLIC PROSECUTION FROM THE   EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY 54 

0/- DFXOSR KDF@K NALIGATIONS 55 

 10.1 INTERNATIONAL LAW 55 

 10.2 EGYPTIAN CONSTITUTION AND LAW 56 

10.2.1 ARREST AND DETENTION 56 

10.2.2 SEARCH POWERS 57 

10.2.3 REFERRAL TO PROSECUTORS FOLLOWING ARREST AND ACCESS TO LEGAL COUNSEL 58 

10.2.4 RIGHT OF APPEAL AGAINST DETENTION 58 

10.2.5 PROHIBITION OF INCOMMUNICADO DETENTION OR DETENTION IN UNOFFICIAL PLACES OF DETENTION 58 

10.2.6 PROHIBITION OF TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT 59 

10.2.7 CHILDREN UNDER THE LAW 60 

11. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 62 

 11.1 CALLS ON THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT 63 

11.1.1 ESTABLISH A COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 63 

11.1.2 ACKNOWLEDGE AND STOP THE USE OF ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE AND TORTURE 65 



 

EGYPT: ¬OFFICIALLY, YOU CN MNS DWHRS  
DISAPPEARED AND TORTURED IN THE NAME OF COUNTER-TERRORISM  

Amnesty International 

5 

11.1.3 RATIFY INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS TO STOP ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES AND TORTURE AND OTHER FORMS 

OF ILL-TREATMENT 66 

11.1.4 REFORM THE PUBLIC PROSECUTION 66 

11.1.5 REPEAL OR SUBSTANTIALLY AMEND REPRESSIVE LAWS 67 

 11.2 CALLS ON THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 67 

11.2.1 URGE EGYPT TO END ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES 67 

11.2.2 STOP THE TRANSFER OF ARMS AND EQUIPMENT THAT FACILITATE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 67 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

EGYPT: ¬OFFICIALLY, YOU CN MNS DWHRS  
DISAPPEARED AND TORTURED IN THE NAME OF COUNTER-TERRORISM  

Amnesty International 

6 

GLOSSARY 

SSI State Security Investigations  

NSA National Security Agency 

CSF  Central Security Forces (riot police) 

MI Military Intelligence  

CCP The Code of Criminal Procedures 

MB The Muslim Brotherhood 

TELEGRAMS These are postal messages sent by families from post offices across the country 

to the authorities to report on a disappeared relative after security forces have 

arrested them 
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Five years after an explosion of popular resentment against decades of misrule and repression swept aside 

the authoritarian regime of President Hosni Mubarak, Egypt is caught in a steely grip of repression. A 

sweeping crackdown on dissent has put at least 34,000 persons ± ax sgd fnudqmldmsr nvm `clhrrhnm± and 

possibly thousands more, behind bars. They include hundreds of leaders and senior officials of the Muslim 

Brotherhood (MB), supporters of ousted President Mohamed Morsi, and numerous other critics and 

opponents of the government. Since the armed forces ousted President Morsi in July 2013, tens of 

thousands of people have been detained without trial or sentenced to prison terms or to death after often 

grossly unfair trials.  

The MB, which had enjoyed wide popular support even while previously banned during the Mubarak 

`clhmhrsq`shnm+ `mc vghbg g`c bknrd khmjr sn enqldq Oqdrhcdms Lnqrhr Eqddcnl `mc Itrshbd O`qsx 'sgd

political wing of the MB in Egypt), has again been outlawed and declardc ` ®sdqqnqhrs¯ nqf`mhy`shnm ax sgd

`tsgnqhshdr- Lng`ldc Lnqrh+ Dfxosr ehqrs cdlnbq`shb`kkx dkdbsdc Oqdrhcdms+ g`r addm odql`mdmskx cds`hmdc

and prevented from receiving family visits since his overthrow. He is now held under sentence of death, 

together with other MB leaders and political activists. Alongside the government crackdown, Egypt has 

suffered a rise in violent attacks by armed groups targeting the police, army, judicial officials, foreign 

nationals and ordinary citizens- Hm qdronmrd+ sgd `tsgnqhshdr g`ud `cnosdc ` cq`bnmh`m mdv ®Bntmsdq-

Sdqqnqhrl¯ k`v `mc s`jdm etqsgdq ld`rtqdr vghbg g`ud sgqd`sdmdc `mc dqncdc gtl`m qhfgsr- 

The past 18 months have also seen the emergence of a new pattern of human rights violations against 

political activists and protesters, including students and children, hundreds of whom have been arbitrarily 

arrested and detained and subjected to enforced disappearance by state agents. Those detained in this way 

did not have access to their lawyers or families and were held incommunicado outside judicial oversight. 

Local NGOs allege that an average of three to four people are abducted and arbitrarily subjected to enforced 

disappearance each day.  

This pattern of abuse has become particularly evident since March 2015 when President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 

appointed Major-General Magdy Abd el-Ghaffar as Minister of Interior. Before becoming Interior Minister, 

Major-General Abd el-Ghaffar held senior positions in the State Security Investigations (SSI), the secret police 

force that became notorious for serious human rights violations under Mubarak, and in the National Security 

Agency (NSA), formed to replace the SSI when the authorities bowed to public pressure and in March 2011 

announced they were dismantling it. Since the appointment of the new minister, the NSA has emerged as 

the principle state agency engaged in suppressing opposition to the government, committing torture and 

other serious human rights violations with impunity. 

This report is based on more than 70 interviews with lawyers, NGO workers, released detainees and family 

members of victims of torture and enforced disappearance. It includes 17 detailed testimonies of some of 

the hundreds of victims of these human rights violations in 2015 and 2016, mostly men but also boys as 

young as 14 years old. Amnesty International has communicated its concerns to the authorities in 2014, 

2015 and 2016 regarding the use of enforced disappearance, torture and other ill-treatment by the NSA and 

Military Intelligence (MI). However, the authorities have repeatedly denied these serious human rights 

uhnk`shnmr `mc `bbtrdc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k ne roqd`chmf e`krd qtlntqr `mc rtoonqshmf ®sdqqnqhrs¯ fqntor+

including the MB. The authorities however did not provide factual evidence to corroborate their denials.  
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Most of the victims of enforced disappearance have been supporters of former President Morsi, whom the 

authorities continue to target, but they also include supporters of other political movements including 

advocates perceived to promote a secular state. Some appear to have been detained and subjected to 

enforced disappearance for up to several months by security officials solely or mainly because of their family 

connections. They were being used as leverage against relatives targeted by the authorities. For example, 

when NSA officers detained activist Nour Khalil they also seized his father and brother, apparently to exert 

oqdrrtqd nm ghl ctqhmf ghr hmsdqqnf`shnm- Sgd MR@ rtaidbsdc Mntq Jg`khkr brother, Islam Khalil, to 122 days 

of enforced disappearance (NSA officers apparently confused him with another man, called Islam Gamal, 

who they sought for alleged involvement in violent attacks on the security forces). According to Islam Khalil, 

NSA offhbdqr enqbdc ghl sn ®bnmedrr¯ sn e`aqhb`sdc bg`qfdr sg`s bntkc ad trdc sn rdmsdmbd ghl sn cd`sg- 

In most cases that Amnesty International has documented, NSA officers accompanied by members of the 

security forces armed with automatic weapons, detained people after raiding their homes during the hours of 

darkness, demanding entry or forcing their way into homes. In no case did the NSA officials produce judicial 

`qqdrs nq rd`qbg v`qq`msr+ mnq chc sgdx sdkk cds`hmddr e`lhkhdr vgx sgdx vdqd s`jhmf sgdhq qdk`sives or where to. 

Sgdx rd`qbgdc cds`hmddr gnldr+ rdhyhmf bnlotsdqr+ annjr `mc nsgdq odqrnm`k onrrdrrhnmr+ `mc dw`lhmdc

their mobile phones to find out who they had been in contact with, what messages they had sent and 

received and what use they had made of social media. They handcuffed and blindfolded those they took 

away and in some cases threatened to beat or arrest family members who protested or demanded to know 

why they were taking their relatives away and where to. In other cases, NSA officers warned families against 

qdonqshmf sgdhq qdk`shudr cdsdmshnm sn sgd Otakhb Oqnrdbtshnm nq rddjhmf sn ehmc nts vgdqd sgdhq qdk`shud v`r

detained.  

L`mx uhbshlr ne dmenqbdc chr`ood`q`mbd vdqd cds`hmdc hm MR@ oqdlhrdr+ mns`akx sgd MR@r K`yntfgkx neehbd

inside the Ministry of Interior Headquarters in downtown Cairo ± ironically, only a short distance from Tahrir 

Square, the focal point of the mass protests that forced President Mubarak from power in 2011. Many were 

also detained in police stations on NSA authority but were excluded from their official registers of detainees; 

some were held in camps of the Central Security Forces (CSF) ± the riot police ± in Cairo and elsewhere on 

NSA authority. Some detainees suspected of involvement in attacks on the armed forces were taken to 

Military Intelligence detention facilities for interrogation prior to trial before military courts. During 

interrogations, NSA officers questioned detainees about their political opinions, such as their views on the 

MB and Mohamed Morsi, as well as their religious beliefs and their involvement in anti-government protests 

and activities, and their links to others that the authorities were looking for or had already detained.   

Victims, including children, and their families told Amnesty International that NSA officers tortured and 

subjected them to other ill-sqd`sldms sn enqbd sgdl sn ®bnmedrr¯ sn bqhldr nq hlokhb`sd nsgdqr. Such 

®bnmedrrhnmr¯ were then used to justify their continued pre-trial detention and as evidence to obtain 

convictions at trial- Hm rnld b`rdr+ sgd MR@ uhcdns`odc cds`hmddr ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ `mc qdkd`rdc sgdl enq knb`k

media broadcasting, apparently to convince both the Egyptian public and the international community that 

sgd LA `mc Lnqrh rtoonqsdqr `qd dmf`fdc hm ®sdqqnqhrl¯ `mcthat the security forces are combating such 

®sdqqnqhrl¯ deedbshudkx- Rtbg uhcdns`ohmf ne ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ l`x `krn ad trdc ax oqnrdbtsnqr and at trials to 

tmcdqlhmd cds`hmddr `ssdlosr sn qdsq`bs sgdl vgdm sgdx `ood`q adenqd sgd Otakhb Oqnrdbtshnm Neehbdr `mc 

at trial.  

Methods of torture reported by victims and witnesses include electric shocks to the body and sensitive areas, 

such as the genitals, lips and ears; prolonged suspension by the limbs while handcuffed and naked; and 

sexual abuse, including rape; bd`shmfr `mc sgqd`sr- Rnld cds`hmddr r`hc sgdx vdqd rtaidbsdc sn sgd ®fqhkk¯± 

rotation on a bar that was inserted between their tied arms and legs and balanced between two chairs. Most 

of these methods of torture are the same or similar to those that the SSI used against detainees during the 

Mubarak years. 

Some detainees were subjected to enforced disappearance for a few days, but others remained missing and 

were denied all the time contact with their families for weeks or months ± up to seven months in the most 

extreme cases known to Amnesty International. The period of enforced disappearance ended in most cases 

when the detainee was taken before a prosecutor for questioning. While disappeared, detainees were held 

incommunicado, most of the time kept handcuffed and blindfolded. The NSA officers warned them that they 

would be hung by their limbs or beaten if they spoke to other detainees or tried to remove the handcuffs and 

blindfold.  
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Cds`hmddr e`lhkhdr `mc k`vxdqr qdonqsdc l`jhmf rsqdmtntr xds tmrtbbdrretk efforts to locate them during 

their enforced disappearance. At police stations and prisons, authorities denied holding their relatives, and 

inquiries at offices of the Public Prosecution got them no further. Some families sent telegrams addressed to 

senior authorities, such as the Ministers of Justice and Interior, the Public Prosecutor and the semi-official 

National Human Rights Council, fhuhmf cds`hkr ne sgdhq qdk`shudr `qqdrs `mc chr`ood`q`mbd vhsgnts qdbdhuhmf

any response. Some filed missing-person reports before Public Prosecutors, only to be referred to other 

prosecutors or police stations from which they could not obtain any information. Generally, they ran into a 

brick wall of official disinterest and unwillingness to investigate the whereabouts and fate of their missing 

relatives, which only heightened their distress and sense of powerlessness. Indeed, even when some families 

learnt through unofficial channels ± from released detainees or low ranking police officers they had bribed ± 

where their rdk`shudr vdqd cds`hmdc+ sgd `tsgnqhshdr `s sgdrd e`bhkhshdr bnmshmtdc sn cdmx sgd cds`hmddr

presence and prevented families from gaining access to them. 

According to Egyptian law, the Public Prosecution has responsibility for ensuring both that all arrests and 

detentions conform to the law and that the rights of those detained, including protection from torture are not 

uhnk`sdc- Hm oq`bshbd+ gnvdudq+ enqldq cds`hmddr `mc cds`hmddr e`lhkhdr `mc k`vxdqr `bbtrd rs`sd

prosecutors of being complicit in the human rights violations committed by the NSA. In particular, they 

`bbtrd oqnrdbtsnqr ne e`hkhmf sn hmudrshf`sd cds`hmddr `kkdf`shnmr ne snqstqd `mc nsgdq hkk-treatment, even 

when detainees who appeared before them had bruises or other visible injuries they said were caused by 

torture. State prosecutors also fail to refer detainees for prompt independent medical examinations to 

document their injuries. They also accuse prosecutors of helping to cover up time periods of enforced 

disappearance, and the torture that accompanied it, by failing to challenge and correct false arrest dates 

inserted in official NSA investigation reports, which provide the basis for bringing criminal charges against 

detainees and justifying their continued detention before trial.  

Prosebtsnqr bnmshmtd sn gd`uhkx qdkx nm ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ sg`s rdbtqhsx neehbh`kr nas`hm eqnl cds`hmddr ctqhmf sgdhq

enforced disappearance, even when detainees retract them and allege they were coerced through torture. 

They also rely on such confessions when formulating charges and authorizing continued detention pending 

trial. When prosecutors did decline, in a few cases known to Amnesty International, to authorize continued 

cdsdmshnm `mc nqcdqdc sgd cds`hmddr qdkd`rd+ sgd MR@ chc mns bnlokx ats q`sgdq rtaidbsdcthe detainee to a 

further period of enforced disappearance before bringing them before a prosecutor to face new charges in a 

rdo`q`sd b`rd trhmf `mnsgdq `kkdfdckx bndqbdc ®bnmedrrhnm¯- 

One reason for the failure of prosecutors to protect detainees from human rights violations by the NSA is the 

lack of independence of the Public Prosecution Office. Its head, the Public Prosecutor, and all other senior 

and district prosecutors are appointed subject to the approval of the President. Furthermore, the Ministry of 

Justice is empowered to assess the performance of Public Prosecutors and discipline them. Police officers 

may also be appointed to serve as prosecutors even though they lack qualifications specified in relevant 

international standards.   

Egypt is not party to the International Convention on the Protection of all Persons from Enforced 

Disappearance but it is a party to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment (Convention Against Torture) and other international human rights treaties which, 

`knmf vhsg Dfxosr Bnmrshstshnm `mc m`shnm`k k`vr+ `arnktsdkx oqnghahs sgd oq`bshbdr cds`hkdc hm sghr qdonqs- Enq

example, the Egyptian Constitution prohibits arrests and detentions without a reasoned judicial order and 

etqsgdq oqnghahsr snqstqd+ vghkd Dfxosr Bncd ne Bqhlhm`k Oqnbdctqd 'BBO( qdpthqdr sgd onkhbd sn qdedq `qqdrsdc

persons to the Public Prosecution within 24 hours of their arrest after which a prosecutor can authorize 

further detention for renewable periods of four, 15 and 45 days, except in cases of people arrested under the 

new Counter-Terrorism Law, which allows police to hold a suspect for 24 hours before referring them to a 

prosecutor. The prosecutor can then authorize further detention without charge for up to seven days during 

which the authorities can deny the detainee any contact with their family and lawyer. This facilitates enforced 

disappearances `mc chqdbskx bnmsq`udmdr Dfxosr Bnmrshstshnm+ vghbg fhudr dudqxnmd cdoqhudc ne sgdhq khadqsx

the right to immediate contact with their family and a lawyer.  

Despite the mounting evidence of abuse, the Egyptian government continues to deny that its forces commit 

enforced disappearances, torture and other serious human rights violations. Instead of acknowledging and 

addressing these violations, the government prefers to dismiss the evidence as propaganda put out by the 

LA `mc hsr rtoonqsdqr- Sgd fnudqmldmsr cdmh`kr+ gnvdudq+ cn mns rs`mc to sn rbqtshmx+ `r sgd b`rd
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examples cited in this report illustrate. Given the number, range and diversity of victims; the broad 

bnmrhrsdmbx ne sgdhq sdrshlnmhdr `mc ne sgdhq e`lhkhdr `bbntmsr ne sgdhq deenqsr sn nas`hm neehbh`k

`bjmnvkdcfdldms ne cds`hmddr `qqdrsr `mc kd`qm vgdqd sgdx vdqd gdkc+ sgdqd b`m ad mn cntas sgat enforced 

chr`ood`q`mbdr `qd mnv adhmf trdc `r `m dkdldms ne rs`sd onkhbx hm Dfxos+ hqqdrodbshud ne sgd fnudqmldmsr

cdmh`kr- Sgd qdod`sdc e`hktqd ne oqnrdbtsnqr sn hmudrshf`sd cds`hmddr `kkdf`shnmr ne snqstqd snfdsgdq vhsg sgdhq

ready acceptance of alldfdckx bndqbdc ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ `mc sgdhq e`hktqd sn `ccqdrr sgd e`krhehb`shnm ne `qqdrs

c`sdr ax MR@ neehbdqr sn bnmbd`k sgd ctq`shnm ne cdsdmshnm hmchb`sdr snn sg`s Dfxosr itchbh`k `tsgnqhshdr `qd

complicit in these serious human rights violations.  

Enforced disappearances, wherever they occur, facilitate torture and other serious violations against 

detainees. In Egypt, they are used to enable the NSA to torture detainees with impunity and extract 

®bnmedrrhnmr¯ `mc nsgdq hmenql`shnm sg`s b`m ad trdc sn bnmuict them or others under the Penal Code, 

Counter-Terrorism Law or on other criminal charges, such as participating in anti-government protests. 

Enforced disappearances and torture are also used to intimidate government critics and opponents and to 

deter dissent. They form part of a state system of repression that allows NSA officers and other security 

officials to commit serious human rights violations with impunity and includes a criminal judicial system that 

readily accepts and relies on torture-s`hmsdc ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ sn bnmuhbs cdedmc`msr hm sqh`kr sg`s e`hk sn qdrodbs

the right to due process and often result in long prison terms or death sentences. 

E`bdc vhsg sgd fnudqmldmsr cdmh`kr+ Dfxosh`m gtl`m qhfgsr fqntor `mc `bshuhrsr g`ud bntq`fdntrkx rntfgs

to expose, document and campaign against enforced disappearances and other violations against the 

victims and their families. In August 2015, the Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms (ECRF), a 

fqnto enqldc ` xd`q d`qkhdq+ k`tmbgdc ` ®rsno dmenqbdc chr`ood`q`mbd¯ b`lo`hfm sn lnahkhyd Dfxosh`m

public opinion, draw international attention to the violations and advocate on behalf of victims and their right 

to effective remedy, including justice. The authorities subsequently arrested and detained the head of the 

ECRF and some of its staff. By April 2016, Egyptian human rights groups had named more than 1,000 

victims of disappearance across the country, excluding North Sinai Governorate in the north-east of the 

country, which is effectively off-limits to human rights groups. The UN Working Group on Enforced or 

Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID) has also expressed concern. In its 2015 report, WGEID said that in the 

01 lnmsgr to sn L`x 1/04 hs g`c bnlltmhb`sdc 68 b`rdr sn sgd Dfxosh`m fnudqmldms sg`s hkktrsq`sdc ®`

recent pattern of short-sdql chr`ood`q`mbdr¯ `mc sg`s hs g`c qdbdhudc ` qdronmrd eqnl sgd Dfxosh`m

government on only six of the cases, all of which the government denied were cases of enforced 

disappearance. 

Given this cycle of widespread abuse and government denial, the abduction and murder of Italian doctoral 

student Giulio Regeni in early 2016 raised suspicion that he may have been a victim of enforced 

disappearance who died under torture while detained by Egyptian state agents. His death and the suspicious 

circumstances surrounding it caused an international outcry and demands for a thorough investigation to 

reveal the truth, identify the perpetrators and deliver justice ± demands that have yet to be met. For their 

part, the Egyptian authorities have continued to deny that any state agents were responsible or involved in 

Fhtkhn Qdfdmhr jhkkhmf vghkd needqhmf bg`mfhmf+ bnmsq`chbsnqx `mc rddlhmfkx hlok`trhakd `bbntmsr sg`s g`ud

been met with wide scepticism and contributed to a serious diplomatic rift between Italy and Egypt.  

Hm L`qbg 1/05+ sgd Dtqnod`m O`qkh`ldms bnmcdlmdc Fhtkhn Qdfdmhr ltqcdq `mc dwoqdrrdc bnmbdqm sg`s hs

occurred against a background of torture, deaths in custody and enforced disappearances in Egypt. Italy 

apart, however, most European and other governments that greeted the popular uprising of 2011 with 

approval have appeared overly reluctant to criticize the deteriorating human rights conditions in Egypt. With 

Egypt seen as a key partner hm bnla`shmf ®sdqqnqhrl+¯ sgd fnudqmldmsr ne Eq`mbd+ Fdql`mx `mc sgd Tmhsdc

Kingdom, as well as Russia and China have all received President al-Sisi on official visits in the past two 

years. Some governments have also provided direct support to the Egyptian government, despite its 

deteriorating human rights record. They include 12 member states of the EU and the United States of 

America that have transferred to Egypt security and police equipment of the type used by Egyptian security 

forces to commit or facilitate serious human rights violations. 

Amnesty International is calling on President al-Sisi to both acknowledge and eradicate the use of enforced 

disappearances and torture, and to do so without delay. The President should establish an independent 

commission of inquiry to investigate these serious human rights violations and ensure that those responsible 

are brought to justice. As an immediate step, he should order all detaining authorities to give those currently 
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subjected to enforced disappearance access to their family and lawyers, and release immediately and 

unconditionally all those held solely for peacefully exercising their rights, including their rights of freedom of 

expression and assembly. 

All states should use whatever influence they can with the Egyptian authorities to end the use of enforced 

disappearances, torture and other serious human rights violations. In particular, states that have long 

maintained close diplomatic, trade and other ties with Egypt, including EU member states and the United 

States of America, should take the lead in pressing the Egyptian government to cease these human rights 

violations, including by barring any further transfers of security, policing and military equipment that could 

be used to commit or facilitate violations, at least until Egypt conducts full prompt, impartial and 

independent investigations into alleged violations and brings those responsible to justice. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

  

This report is based on research that Amnesty International conducted between November 2015 and March 

2016, including some 70 interviews with former detainees, families and friends of detainees, lawyers, 

student activist leaders and organizers, human rights defenders, political activists and others. Some 

interviews were conducted by telephone or via the internet. The report provides details of 17 specific cases ± 

including five of children under the age of 18 ± that exemplify the pattern of enforced disappearances and 

torture that now prevails in Egypt under the government of President Abd el-Fattah al-Sisi. In 11 of these 

cases, Amnesty International was able to examine the official casefiles as well as other documentation. In the 

other six cases, lawyers representing victims of enforced disappearance provided key details of their clidmsr

cases, including their actual dates of arrest (subsequently officially falsified) and enforced disappearance, 

allegations of torture and other ill-sqd`sldms `mc bndqbdc ®bnmedrrhnmr+¯ bnlok`hmsr sn oqnrdbtsnqr+ `mc

charges.  

Amnesty International also reviewed the few available forensic medical reports of detainees and former 

detainees, all of which found injuries consistent with torture, and for most cases, official records of 

interrogations conducted by prosecutors, the NSA and military investigators. Also, Amnesty International 

examined records of communications sent by families and lawyers to the Egyptian authorities to report the 

disappearance of their relatives in detention. These records included postal telegram messages sent to the 

Ministry of Interior as part of the process of corroborating actual arrest dates and confirming testimonies of 

detainees and others that the NSA subsequently falsified these dates to make it appear that detainees were 

arrested only shortly before they were referred to prosecutors for questioning.  

The report also draws on a range of public information sources, including international and national media 

reports; reports and other documentation, including statistical information obtained from Egyptian NGOs 

engaged in monitoring and campaigning against enforced disappearances and torture; and statements by 

Egyptian government officials denying the pattern of torture and enforced disappearance published in the 

local media, on Youtube or on the official Facebook pages of the Ministry of the Interior and other 

fnudqmldms lhmhrsqhdr- Rtbg neehbh`k onrshmfr hmbktcd uhcdnr rgnvhmf cds`hmddr ®bnmedrrhmf¯ sn rdqhntr

crimes while held incommunicado and without access to their lawyers and families (who believe that such 

®bnmedrrhnmr¯ were coerced through torture).  

Amnesty International has repeatedly communicated its human rights concerns to the Egyptian government 

and urged the government to take prompt and effective measures to cease and prevent arbitrary arrests and 

detentions, enforced disappearances, torture and other ill-treatment and unfair trials of detainees. Amnesty 

International has also called for an end to impunity, including prompt independent investigation of torture 

and other serious human rights violations and criminal prosecutions of those who order, perpetrate or 

condone them. In response, however, the Egyptian government has repeatedly denied that its forces commit 

enforced disappearances, torture and other violations and accused Amnesty International of publicizing false 

information in support of the banned MB and supporters of former President Morsi. In a press release from 

May 2014, Amnesty International expressed concern about cases of enforced disappearance and torture at 

al-Azouly military prison in Ismalia Governorate. Amnesty Internationalr concerns were further 

communicated to the authorities in June 2014, in a memorandum sent to the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 

and Defence, and the National Council for Human Rights. This elicited an outright denial on the part of the 
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authorities saying that no detainees other than military prisoners were being held at the prison. Similarly, 

when Amnesty International expressed concern in December 2015 regarding the alleged torture, including 

the use of rape and electric shocks, of a 14-year-old boy subjected to enforced disappearance, the Ministry 

of Interior used its official Facebook page to deny these allegations and assert that the boy had been arrested 

lawfully, promptly taken before a prosecutor and not subjected to torture (see below, case of Mazen 

Mohamed Abdallah). In another six of the 17 cases cited, the authorities specifically denied enforced 

disappearance in responses to Amnesty International or local NGOs, asserting that the authorities had 

disclosed their places of detention. 

Amnesty International expresses its gratitude to all those who contributed information to this report, including 

those whose identity, places and dates of interviews have been withheld to protect their personal safety in a 

bnmsdws vgdqd gtl`m qhfgsr lnmhsnqr `mc cdedmcdqr bnmshmtd sn ad s`qfdsdc enq qdoqdrrhnm ax Dfxosr

security authorities. 
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3. BACKGROUND 

 

On 25 January 2011, mass popular protests broke out in Egypt against the 30-year emergency rule of 

President Hosni Mubarak, which the authorities sought but failed to suppress by force. Eighteen days later, 

after police and other security forces had killed around 840 protesters and wounded more than 6,000 

others, President Mubarak was forced to hand power to the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF). 

The SCAF then appointed a new interim government, suspended the 1971 Constitution, dissolved 

parliament, issued a Constitutional Declaration guaranteeing certain rights, and released hundreds of 

administrative detainees held without charge or trial, while maintaining the state of emergency.  

In March, the SCAF eased curbs on freedom of association, notably the registration of political parties, 

enabling the MB and other long banned political organizations to legally register political parties. In the same 

month, the Interior Ministry said it was disbanding the State Security Investigations (SSI), the secret police 

force that had become notorious under Mubarak for arbitrary detentions, torture and other serious human 

rights violations. The disbanding was announced after protesters, enraged by reports that SSI officers were 

destroying evidence of their crimes, attacked the SSI headquarters in Cairo and other SSI offices across 

Dfxos- Sgd RB@E `krn nqcdqdc sgd `qqdrs ne sgd RRHr chqdbsnq+ G`rr`m @acdk-Rahman, for alleged 

involvement in the killings of protesters in January-February 2011 and for ordering the destruction of 

evidence.1 However, the authorities immediately created a new security force, the National Security Agency 

(NSA), to replace the SSI, including many former SSI officers within its ranks without conducting effective 

vetting to weed out those who had committed serious human rights violations.   

In March 2012, a new parliament that took office after elections held between November 2011 and January 

2012, appointed a Constituent Assembly dominated by the MB and other pro-MB parties to draft a new 

constitution, but this was soon mired in political and judicial disputes. A second assembly was formed in 

June 2012, shortly before the SCAF dissolved the parliament after the Supreme Constitutional Court 

declared the 2011-2012 elections unconstitutional. Meanwhile, new presidential elections held in May and 

June 2012 saw Mohamed Morsi, the candidate of the MB-aligned Freedom and Justice Party, become 

Dfxosr ehqrs cdlnbq`shb`kkx dkdbsdc oqdrhcdms `mc rvnqm hm nm 2/ Itmd 1/01- Vhsghm vddjr+Morsi reinstated 

the parliament which was dominated by his supporters, overturned new powers that the SCAF had taken for 

hsrdke rgnqskx adenqd ghr dkdbshnm uhbsnqx+ ®qdshqdc¯ kd`chmf ldladqr ne sgd RB@E `mc qdok`bdc sgd gd`c ne sgd

armed forces with, General Abd el-Fattah al-Sisi, the former head of the Military Intelligence, who he also 

appointed Defence Minister. 

President Morsi faced growing opposition particularly after he issued a controversial decree in November 

2012 declaring his actions temporarily immune from legal challenge before the Constitutional Court. This 

sparked new mass protests in Cairo and elsewhere. Demonstrations continued in December 2012 when a 

new constitution, widely seen as favourable to the MB, was adopted by a national referendum, and escalated 

further in the first half of 2013 amid repeated violent clashes between pro- and anti-Morsi protesters as well 

                                                                                                                                                       
1 Hassan Abdel-Rahman faced trial on charges of killing of protesters during the 2011 uprising. He stood trial alongside former President 
Mubarak, former Minister of Interior Habib al-Adly and other senior officials from the Interior Ministry. On 2 June 2012, the Cairo Criminal 
Court acquitted Hassan Abdel-Rahman and five other senior officials from the Interior Ministry. The court sentenced Hosni Mubarak and 
Habib al-Adly to life in prison (a 25-year prison term). The Public Prosecutor appealed the bntqsr cdbhrhnm snacquit Hassan Abdel-
Rahman, but the verdict was upheld by the Cairo Court of Appeals in November 2014 and subsequently by Dfxosr ghfgdrs bntqs+the Court 
of Cassation, in June 2015.   
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as sectarian violence. As the situation deteriorated, the armed forces again intervened decisively in the name 

of restoring order. On 3 July 2013, General al-Sisi ousted President Morsi from office on the grounds that he 

g`c sn ®oqdudms aknncrgdc `esdq Lnqrh e`hkdc sn ldds sgd cdl`mcr ne sgd Dfxosh`m odnokd `mc tmhex sgdl¯-2 

He also suspended the 2012 Constitution and appointed the President of the Supreme Constitutional Court, 

Adly Mansour, as interim President until the election of a new president. Mohamed Morsi was detained and 

removed to an undisclosed location.  

Sgd `qlxr `bshnm v`r `oo`qdmskx vdkbnldc ax lhkkhnmr ne Dfxosh`mr ats ahssdqkx cdmnunced by others as a 

bnto căs`s overthrowing a democratically elected president. Supporters of Mohamed Morsi, the MB and 

some activist and human rights groups set up protests and sit-ins in Cairo mainly in Rabaa al-Adawiya and 

al-Nahda squares. General al-Sisi called for a nationwide show of support for the army and police to give 

sgdl ` l`mc`sd sn bq`bj cnvm nm ®sdqqnqhrl¯ kd`chmf sn m`shnmvhcd l`rr cdlnmrsq`shnmr nm 15 Itkx 1/02-

On 14 August 2013, the security forces used excessive force, including lethal fire, to clear the sit-ins that 

members of the MB and other supporters of Mohamed Morsi had established in the two Cairo squares; the 

security forces killed more than 900 protesters and wounded thousands more. The incidents sparked further 

widespread violence, including attacks on police stations and Coptic Christian churches by some Morsi and 

MB supporters. In response, the army-appointed interim government, declared a month-long nationwide 

state of emergency that suspended fair trial and other rights, and imposed a dusk to dawn curfew in many 

areas. The security forces began rounding up MB leaders and other Morsi supporters, thousands of whom 

were later charged with capital and other serious offences. Hundreds ± including Mohamed Morsi and other 

MB leaders ± subsequently were sentenced to death after unfair mass trials. In September 2013, a court 

banned the activities of the MB and declared its assets forfeit. 

In November 2013, the new authorities moved to outlaw any further protests against their rule. The interim 

President signed Law No. 107 of 2013 Regulating Public Gatherings, Processions and Peaceful Protests, 

handing security forces sweeping powers to use lethal force to disperse protests not authorized by the 

authorities and providing for heavy sentences reaching up to five years. 

In Cdbdladq 1/02+ sgd hmsdqhl fnudqmldms cdbk`qdc sgd LA ` ®sdqqnqhrs¯ nqf`mhy`shnm enkknvhmf ` anla

attack on the al-Dakahliya Security Directorate in the city of Mansoura that the authorities attributed to the 

MB, although without providing concrete evidence.3 Membership of the MB can incur the death penalty 

under the revised Penal Code and the Counter-Terrorism Law (see below).4 

Having resigned from the armed forces in March 2014, Abd el-Fattah al-Sisi became President in June 2014 

after he defeated his sole opponent in presidential elections held the previous month. Since then, his 

government has maintained a relentless crackdown against the MB and Morsi supporters, detaining 

thousands and referring them to unfair mass trials in which hundreds have been sentenced to death. 

Furthermore, hundreds of perceived liberal activists, including prominent activists, human rights defenders 

and lawyers were also arrested for criticizing the government or the president. In August 2015, President al-

Sisi signed a draconian new ®Counter-Terrorism̄  law that arbitrarily restricts the rights to freedom of 

expression, peaceful assembly and association while granting the president powers that previously could 

only be invoked during a state of emergency, taking the country back to a position similar to the 30 years 

emergency rule of Hosni Mubarak.  

In the first half of 2016, the authorities have intensified their repression campaign even further by targeting 

Dfxosr hmcdodmcdms bhuhk rnbhdsx `mc ldch` vnqjdqr- Hm `m tmoqdbdcdmsdc crackdown, many NGO workers, 

including those working against enforced disappearances, have been detained, ill-treated and charged with 

®sdqqnqhrl ̄offences. Others have faced travel bans, asset freezes and questioning by state officials. 

Journalists have also been arrested, detained and subjected to unfair trials for merely doing their job. In May 

2016, armed security forces raided the Egyptian Press Syndicate. This was the first attack on the Syndicate 

                                                                                                                                                       
2 Abd el-Fattah al-Sisi announced that the army was removing President Mohamed Morsi from power in a televised address to the nation on 
3 July 2013. His address is widely available online, for example: at www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnjozX0tSPE 
3 BBC+ ®Dfxosr Luslim Brotherhood declared ¬terrorist group̄ + 14 Cdbdladq 1/02, available at www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-
25515932; Ahram Online, ®04 cd`c+ 023 hmitqdc hm Dfxosr L`mrntq` dwoknrhnm¯+ 13 Cdbdladq 1/02+ `u`hk`akd `s 
english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/89902/Egypt/Politics-/UPDATE--At-least--dead,--injured-in-Egypts-Mansour.aspx 
4 Article 86 and 86(bis) of Law No. 58 of 1937 Promulgating the Penal Code; and Articles 12, 13 and 14 of Law No. 94 of 2015 
Promulgating The Counter-Terrorism Law.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnjozX0tSPE
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-25515932
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-25515932
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since it was established in 1941. The head and other senior members of the Press Syndicate were 

questioned, detained briefly and referred to trial on trumped-up charges including publicizing false news.  

The same period has seen an unprecedented security threat with violent attacks by armed groups, 

particularly in North Sinai Governorate, targeting ordinary residents, members of the judiciary, as well as 

security forces.5 The victims include the more than 220 passengers and crew of a Russian airliner blown up 

over North Sinai Governorate in October 2015, and the Public Prosecutor Hisham Barakat, assassinated in 

Cairo in June 2015, as well as three judges shot dead in North Sinai Governorate in May 2015. At least 700 

police and army officers have been killed in attacks across the country since 3 July 2013. In one attack in 

Helwan, south Cairo, on 8 May 2016, armed gunmen ambushed a white microbus ± a vehicle frequently 

used by NSA officers and Criminal Investigation officers ± killing all of its eight passengers, who were plain-

clothed police officers belonging to the Helwan Criminal Investigation Unit. The armed group Sinai Province, 

affiliated to the Iraq and Syria-based armed group that calls itself Islamic State (IS), among other armed 

groups, claimed that it carried out the above mentioned attacks. The Egyptian Government has used security 

threats like this as a pretext to clampdown on human rights while maintaining to the world that it is 

combatting terrorism, both domestically and in the region, in order to restore security after years of turmoil in 

the country. 

                                                                                                                                                       
5 Amnesty International unreservedly condemns all attacks targeting civilians and calls for those responsible for such attacks to be brought 
to justice. 
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4. OVERVIEW 

WHAT IS AN ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE? 
The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED) sets 

out three core elements for an enforced disappearance:  

 

¶ There is an arrest, detention, abduction or any other form of deprivation of liberty;  

¶ That conduct is carried out by agents of the state or by persons or groups of persons acting with 

the authorization, support or acquiescence of the state; and  

¶ The conduct is followed either by a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by 

concealment of the fate or whereabouts of the disappeared person, which places such a person 

outside the protection of the law.  

 

@ksgntfg sgd vnqc ®chr`ood`q`mbd¯ lhfgs hlokx `m hmmnbtntr nq mnm-violent act, in reality, enforced 

disappearances are particularly cruel and violent human rights violations. Enforced disappearances affect 

not only the disappeared, who are cut off from the outside world and made vulnerable to human rights 

abuses such as torture, sexual violence and even murder, but also their families and friends, who are often 

forced to wait years before they find out the fate of the abducted person. 

 

4.1 FROM MTA@Q@JRSSI TO AL-SHRHR MR@9 MEW 
NAME, CONTINUED VIOLATIONS 
Dfxosr `qldc enqbdr+ gd`cdc ax sgdmGeneral al-Sisi, led the brutal crackdown that accompanied and 

followed the ousting of Mohamed Morsi from the presidency in July 2013. Initially, as the successor to the 

widely feared, and publicly reviled SSI,6 the NSA maintained a low profile. Since early 2015, however, it has 

played a key role in the continued clampdown on political protests and other opposition and has been the 

primary agency responsible for the rise of enforced disappearances across Egypt.  

As one of its first acts, the interim government that took office following the removal of President Mubarak 

announced in March 2011 that it was dismantling the SSI. Mansour el-Essawy, the Minister of Interior, said 

that the authorities aimed to maintain an internal security apparatus but wished to absorb popular anger 

against the SSI, which had become notorious for arbitrary detentions, torture and abuses under Mubarak.7 

The announcement followed the storming and burning of SSI premises in Cairo, Alexandria and other 

governorates by angry protesters, who found torture rooms and equipment and hastily shredded records of 

past SSI abuses when they gained entry.8 The Minister said that a new National Security Agency (NSA) 

                                                                                                                                                       
6 Amnesty International, Egypt: Systematic abuses in the name of security (Index: MDE 12/001/2007).  
7 Al Kahera Wal Nas+ ®L`inq General Mansour el-Essawy reveals the secrets of the State Security apparatus in the ¬black box Znqhfhm`k hm
@q`ahb\¯+ 3 Cdbdladq 1/02+ `u`hk`akdat www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4fIBw7Lu_o 
8 BBC+ ®Ghrsnqxr kdrrnmr9Dhrl`mskhmf Dfxosr rdbtqhsx `fdmbx¯+ 8 L`qbg 1/00+ `u`hk`akd `swww.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-
12679632   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4fIBw7Lu_o
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-12679632
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-12679632
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would replace the SSI and would include former SSI officers within its ranks9. He did not say whether the 

authorities would establish any vetting system to weed out those responsible for torture and other crimes and 

barred them from service in the NSA and no such vetting is known to have taken place. The Minister said in 

a TV interview:  

®The names of the SSI officers were posted on Facebook with their addresses after the storming of the SSI 
premises in different governorates; I had to protect them and accordingly announced the dismantling of the SSI 
and I only changed the name of the SSI to NSA to calm down the people but kept almost the same SSI officers.̄ 10  

In its early days, the NSA maintained a low profile, possibly because of continued public animosity towards 

its predecessor body and because many names and addresses of SSI officers were published on social 

media and some faced the threat of violent retaliation for the RRHr uhnk`shnmr tmcdq Lta`q`j- Nmbd sgd

armed forces had removed President Morsi from power, however, the NSA became more prominent. In July 

2013, for example, Amnesty International documented the involvement of NSA officers in detaining, 

blindfolding and interrogating protesters after they were arrested from the Rabaa al-Adawiya sit-in.11 NSA 

officers were then reported to be participating in police interrogations of suspected government opponents, 

such as members of the MB and Morsi supporters. Since March 2015, the NSA has appeared to be the lead 

agency responsible for arresting, detaining and building criminal cases against political suspects, holding 

many in incommunicado detention and subjecting them to enforced disappearance and torture. Those 

subjected to enforced disappearance eventually reappear after their interrogation is completed and they are 

to be formally questioned by prosecutors, who either charge them and order their pre-trial detention in a 

prison or police station or order their release.   

The NSA has emerged as the main agency responsible for unlawful or arbitrary arrests, detentions and 

enforced disappearances since President al-Rhrhr `oonhmsldms ne L`fcx @ac el-Gaffar, a former senior 

officer of both the SSI and NSA, as Minister of Interior in March 2015.12 According to lawyers of victims of 

enforced disappearance and others, since Magdy Abd el-Gaffars appointment, the Interior Ministry has 

dwghahsdc `m ®MR@ ldms`khsx¯, meaning that the NSA appears free to target virtually anyone they suspect of 

links with the MB, Mohamed Morsi, or of planning protests or other actions against the government or the 

law.  

The NSAr main mandate, however, according to Ministerial Decree No. 445 of 2011, the unpublished 

secret decree which dismantled the SSI and created the new NSA, hr sn ®l`hms`hm hmsdqm`k rs`ahkhsx ne sgd

Egyptian State, information collection and counter terrorhrl¯- Sghr hmbktcdr s`qfdshmf ldladqr ne `qldc

groups including Sinai Province which has claimed responsibility for most of the armed attacks since July 

2013. The NSA does this in close co-ordination with the General Intelligence Services, which is responsible 

for collecting information about internal and external threats against the country.  

 

4.2 ARREST AND DETENTION STATISTICS 
Thousands of people in Egypt are currently detained without trial or serving lengthy prison sentences 

imposed after unfair trials on account of their real or perceived opposition to the government of President al-

Sisi. Supporters of ousted president Mohamed Morsi as well as leaders and members of the MB continue to 

be particularly targeted.  

According to the government, its security forces arrested almost 22,000 suspects in 2013 and 2014,13 

including some 3,000 top and middle-level MB leaders and members.14 In 2015, according to the Ministry of 

                                                                                                                                                       
9 Al Kahera Wal Nas+ ®L`inq General Mansour el-Ess̀ vx qdud`kr sgd rdbqdsr¯+ `u`hk`akd `s www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4fIBw7Lu_o 
10 Al Kahera Wal Nas+ ®L`inq General Mansour el-Ess̀ vx qdud`kr sgd rdbqdsr¯(at 11:25). 
11 Amnesty International, Egypt: Arrests of Muslim Brotherhood Members and Supporters (Index: MDE 12/035/2013).  
12 CNN+ ®Who is Magdy Abdel Ghaffar, Dfxosrnew Minister of Interior> Znqhfhm`k hm @q`ahb\¯, 5 March 2015, available at 
arabic.cnn.com/middleeast/2015/03/05/egypt-new-interior-minister-bio  
13 Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights, ®The Executive Summary Of The Fact-Finding Commissions Report: [sic] Falls Short Of 
Expectations̄, 4 December 2014, available at eipr.org/en/pressrelease/2014/12/04/2293   
14 AP+ ®Dfxos bq`bjcnvm aqhmfr lnrs `qqdrsr hm cdb`cdr¯+ 05 L`qbg 1/03+available at www.bigstory.ap.org/Article/egypt-crackdown-brings-
most-arrests-decades  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4fIBw7Lu_o
http://arabic.cnn.com/middleeast/2015/03/05/egypt-new-interior-minister-bio
http://eipr.org/en/pressrelease/2014/12/04/2293
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/egypt-crackdown-brings-most-arrests-decades
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/egypt-crackdown-brings-most-arrests-decades
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Interior, the security forces arrested almost 12,000 further suspects,15 mostly MB members and supporters 

of Mohamed Morsi, including students, academics, engineers, medical professionals. Hundreds more are 

held under sentence of death, including former President Mohamed Morsi, his supporters and leaders of the 

MB.  

Some rights groups estimate that as many as 60,000 people have been detained for political reasons since 

July 2013.16 Ten new prisons are reported to have been built or planned between 2013 and 2016 to 

accommodate the rising numbers of detainees.17 

  

4.3 SCALE OF ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES  
Amnesty International is not able to say precisely how many people have been subjected to enforced 

disappearance by the Egyptian authorities since the beginning of 2015 or to specify the current number. By 

their nature, cases of enforced disappearance are particularly difficult to identify and document due to the 

neehbh`k rdbqdbx sg`s rtqqntmcr sgdl `mc rnld e`lhkhdr ed`qr sg`s sgdx lhfgs hm`cudqsdmskx ok`bd cds`hmddr hm

greater jeopardy if they report their enforced disappearance to human rights NGOs, the media or others.  

However, through documentation and figures provided by different Egyptian NGOs and rights groups, it is 

evident that at least several hundred Egyptians were disappeared since the beginning of 2015 with a 

reported average of three or four people subjected to enforced disappearance each day since the beginning 

of 2015. Three criteria were used by Egyptian NGOs to determine whether an individual was subjected to 

enforced disappearance: they were arrested by state agents; they were held in an undisclosed location for a 

period exceeding 48 hours without referral to the Public Prosecution, and outside of the oversight of the 

judiciary; and the authorities denied that the individual was in their custody when the family inquired about 

them.  

Hm Itmd 1/04+ sgd ®Eqddcnl enq sgd Aq`ud ̄campaign18 reported that it had documented 163 cases of 

enforced disappearance in April and May 2015 alone19. The Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms 

reported in April 2016 that it documented 544 cases of enforced disappearance over an eight-month period, 

between August 2015 and March 2016, making it an average of two or three persons forcibly disappeared 

each day20. The Egyptian Co-ordination for Rights and Freedoms reported in January 2016 that it had 

documented 1,023 cases of enforced disappearance during the first eight months of 2015, and in total 

1,840 cases were reported to them by the end of 2015, this was an average of four to five persons each 

day.21 The Egyptian Co-ordination for Rights and Freedoms also told Amnesty International in May 2016 that 

between January and 15 May 2016, it had documented 630 cases of enforced disappearance, an average 

of three to four persons forcibly disappeared each day.   

The UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID) has also expressed concern. In 

its 2015 report, WGEID said that in the 12 months up to May 2015, it had communicated 79 cases to the 

Dfxosh`m fnudqmldms sg`s hkktrsq`sdc ®` qdbdms o`ssdqm ne rgnqs-sdql chr`ood`q`mbdr¯ `mc sg`s hshad 

received a response from the Egyptian government on only six of the cases, all of which the government 

denied were cases of enforced disappearance. 

 

                                                                                                                                                       
15 Mada Masr+ ®Almost 12,000 people arrested for terrorism in 2015: Interior Ministrȳ + 2/ Nbsnadq 1/04+ `u`hk`akd `s
www.madamasr.com/news/almost-12000-people-arrested-terrorism-2015-interior-ministry  
16 The claim was made, for example, by the Executive Director of the Arabic Network for Human Rights Information on his Twitter account 
on 13 January 2016. The post is available at www.twitter.com/gamaleid/status/687374746086957056. 
17 Huffington Post Arabic+ ®Egypt is building a new prison, in Giza, and the numbers [of new prisons] will reach 16 in the era of al-Rhrh¯
[original in Arabic], 14 January 2016, available at www.huffpostarabi.com/2016/01/14/story_n_8976396.html  
18 ®Eqddcnl enq sgd Aq`ud¯ hr ` b`lo`hfm rs`qsdc ax Dfxosh`m `bshuhrsr hm k`sd 1/02 sn oqnlnsd sgd qhfgsr ne oqhrnmdqr `mc cds`hnees.   
19 ®Eqddcnl enq sgd Aq`ud¯+ ®Cnbtldmsdc b`rdr ne ¬dmenqbdc chr`ood`q`mbdr `mc cdsdmshnm vhsgnts hmudrshf`shnm hm Dfxos rhmbd @oqhk
1/04¯+ 6 Itmd 1/04+ `u`hk`akd `swww.facebook.com/Al7oriallgd3an/posts/695600770551785 
20 See Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms, The forcibly disappeared, awaiting justice, 22 December 2015 available at 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5rfCEjP5e6YenltcFk2VnZlQ2c/view ; and Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms, Report on 
monitored cases of enforced disappearance in the period from 1 December 2015 to 31 March 2016, 11 April 2016, available at www.ec-
rf.org/?p=1403  
21 See Egyptian Co-ordination for Rights and Freedoms [sic], Gtl`m Qhfgsr hm Dfxos £vgdqd sn? [sic] The annual report of 2015, January 
2016, available at www.slideshare.net/ecrf/the-annual-report-of-2015-human-rights-in-egypt  

http://www.madamasr.com/news/almost-12000-people-arrested-terrorism-2015-interior-ministry
http://www.twitter.com/gamaleid/status/687374746086957056
http://www.huffpostarabi.com/2016/01/14/story_n_8976396.html
https://www.facebook.com/Al7oriallgd3an/posts/695600770551785
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5rfCEjP5e6YenltcFk2VnZlQ2c/view
http://www.slideshare.net/ecrf/the-annual-report-of-2015-human-rights-in-egypt
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4.4 PROFILES OF PEOPLE TARGETED  
In most cases known to Amnesty International, those subjected to enforced disappearance by the NSA were 

perceived supporters of Mohamed Morsi and/or the MB. They were mostly males ranging from adults in their 

fifties to boys aged 14. They include students, academics and other activists, peaceful critics and protesters, 

and family members of perceived government critics. According to lawyers involved in their cases, around 

90% of those who are subjected to enforced disappearance are subsequently processed through the 

criminal justice system on charges such as planning or participating in unauthorized protests or attacking 

members of the security forces.  

 

4.5 DURATION AND PLACES OF DETENTIONS 
In the cases known to Amnesty International, victims of enforced disappearance were held for periods 

ranging from four days to seven months. During their enforced disappearance, they were detained in police 

stations, Central Security Forces (CSF) camps intended for training and accommodation of riot police and in 

NSA offices. Those who were held longest, were usually detained in NSA premises. Egyptian law prohibits 

holding detainees in unofficial places of detention to which the judiciary has no access and so is unable to 

conduct inspection visits and investigate suspected cases of arbitrary detention without a judicial order.  

Egyptian law and regulations consider police stations and prisons to be official places of detention to which 

the judiciary have access. Central Security Forces camps were not considered official places of detention 

until 2013 when former Minister of Interior, Mohamed Ibrahim, issued a decree designating CSF camps 

official places of detention, informing the Public Prosecutor that these are now included among the list of 

official places of detention.  

NSA offices across the country are still not official places of detention. Therefore, no judge or prosecutor has 

the authority to inspect NSA offices and in almost all cases documented by Amnesty International, families 

or lawyers were not able to learn the whereabouts of their relatives while they were held incommunicado in 

such offices. E`lhkhdr `mc k`vxdqr qdod`sdckx snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k sg`s ®neehbh`kkx+ xnt cn mns dwhrs¯+

and the only way for them to know the whereabouts of detainees would be through released detainees who 

had been in NSA offices.  

Amnesty International is not in a position to list all unofficial and official places of detention. This report 

documents cases of detention in a number of locations across the country.  
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NSA LAZOUGHLY OFFICE 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR 
  

 

The Lazoughly NSA Office is located inside the 

headquarters of the Ministry of Interior in 

downtown Cairo. It is the most common place of 

detention in Cairo and, according to detainees, 

the most notorious one. The Lazoughly NSA 

Office is located just a few metres from the 

Tahrir Square, the symbolic square of the 2011 

January uprising that overthrew former 

President Mubarak. 

 
© Google Earth and DigitalGlobe Inc. 
 

The 6th October NSA Office is another detention centre. It is located in the 6th October Governorate in 

Greater Cairo. There are also numerous police stations across Cairo that are used by NSA officers to 

detain people incommunicado, including First and Second Nasr City Police Stations, Dar al-Salam 

Police Station, and Basateen Police Station.  

 

NSA OFFICES IN ALEXANDRIA  
ALEXANDRIA SECURITY DIRECTORATE 

 

 

In Alexandria, detainees are usually held in the 

NSA offices inside the Alexandria Security 

Directorate on the fourth and seventh floor. This 

office is located in New Semouha district on the 

Alexandria-Cairo Agricultural Highway. 

 
© Google Earth and DigitalGlobe Inc. 

 

Another Alexandria NSA Office is located in the district of Abees, also on the Alexandria-Cairo 

Agricultural Highway.  
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NSA OFFICE IN TANTA, GHARBEYA 
CENTRAL SECURITY FORCES CAMP 

 

 

Detainees told Amnesty International that they 

were held in the Central Security Forces camp in 

the city of Tanta in Gharbeya Governorate. The 

camp has NSA sub-offices that are used by NSA 

officers to disappear people and subject them to 

torture and other ill-treatment. These are 

typically training camps for the riot police 

control.  

 
© Google Earth and CNES/Astrium. 
 

 

In Gharbeya Governorate, in the north of the country, detainees are typically held also in the main NSA 

Office located in the city of Tanta.  
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5. ARBITRARY ARRESTS, 
DETENTIONS AND 
ENFORCED 
DISAPPEARANCES 

®@kk H v`msdc sn jmnv v`r vgdsgdq 
my son was dead or alive.̄  
The father of a victim of enforced disappearance, speaking to Amnesty International 

 
According to victims and witnesses, a typical enforced disappearance starts with NSA officers in plain 

clothes, supported by heavily armed black-clad special forces with their faces concealed (known as the 

®Counter-Terrorism ± Special Forces Policē ) and other police forces from a nearby police station, arriving at 

` rtrodbsr gnld `s mhfgs nq hm sgd d`qkx gntqr ne sgd lnqmhmf+ enqbing their way in at gunpoint. These forces 

usually come in a convoy of armoured and other vehicles, led by NSA officers in a white microbus without 

licence plates. They divide into three groups, positioning one group in the street to deter onlookers and a 

second on the stairs or other points of entry to the target residence while the third, including NSA officers, 

demands or uses force to gain entry. Once inside, the NSA officers detain, handcuff and blindfold their 

suspect, search the premises for weapons or other incriminatory material and seize mobile phones, 

computers and other possessions before taking the suspect away.  

Egyptian law requires that all arrests and searches must be authorized by a judicial order but in all of the 

cases that Amnesty International has documented, NSA officers failed to produce judicial arrest and search 

warrants.22 Some family members said they asked to see such warrants; others said they felt too intimidated 

to ask. One said an NSA officer told him: ®Vd `qd ` rnudqdhfm `tsgnqhsy and we do not require such warrants 

to arrest people.¯ Nsgdqr r`hc neehbdqr sgqd`sdmdc sn `qqdrs nq `rr`tks sgdl enq `rjhmf sn rdd `qqdrs nq rd`qbg

warrants.  

                                                                                                                                                       
22 Articles 54 and 58 of The Constitution of the Arab Republic of Egypt (the Constitution), available at: www.sis.gov.eg/Newvr/Dustor-
en001.pdf ; and Articles 40 and 91 of the CCP. These provisions strictly prohibit the arbitrary arrest of people without a judicial order, or the 
search, monitoring or entering of houses without a reasoned judicial order stating the exact time, date, and reason behind the search. 
International law also prohibits arrests without judicial warrants. See, for example, Article 17 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, Article 6 of the African Charter on Human and Peopkdr Qhfgsr `mcArticle 14 of the Arab Charter on Human Rights. Egypt 
has ratified all of these treaties and is and thereby committed to uphold and enforce them.  

http://www.sis.gov.eg/Newvr/Dustor-en001.pdf
http://www.sis.gov.eg/Newvr/Dustor-en001.pdf
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NSA officers did not tell families the reason why or to where they were taking those they detained. They 

mostly warned families against trying to locate the detainee although in a few cases they falsely told families 

that they were taking the detainee to a particular police station.   

Those detained by the NSA were held incommunicado ± for between four days and seven months in NSA 

premises or police stations, or CSF camps and denied access to lawyers or any contact with their families.23 

They were held in conditions of enforced disappearance; the authorities did not acknowledge their arrest and 

detention and their families were unable to obtain any information about them when they inquired at police 

stations and approached the Ministries of Interior and Justice and the Public Prosecution.  

Sgd `tsgnqhshdr qdetr`k sn `bjmnvkdcfd cdsdmshnmr odqrhrsdc dudm `esdq cds`hmddr dmenqbdc chr`ood`q`mbd

ended. Once the NSA had completed their interrogation and took them to a Public Prosecutor for 

questioning and to lay charges, the NSA provided false dates of arrest in official documents to conceal how 

long they had held the detainee and make it appear that they had been arrested lawfully and in conformity 

with the constitutional requirements. Article 54 stated that police must transfer everyone they arrest to a 

competent prosecutor within 24 hours.24 Failure to meet this requirement, lawyers say, may lead to a court 

dismissing a case on procedural grounds.  

Most detainees were not permitted to contact their families or have access to legal counsel during their 

enforced disappearance and until after the prosecutor had questioned and charged them. Most detainees 

allege that they were subjected to torture and other ill-treatment by NSA interrogators and low-ranking police 

neehbdqr sn dwsq`bs ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ nq nsgdq hmbqhlhm`snqx hmenql`shnm enq trd hm etstqd sqh`kr `mcprosecutions.25  

Some victims of enforced disappearance were detained in police stations, from which NSA officers took 

them out to identify other suspects, including people listed in their phone or social media records, while 

others were held mostly in NSA premises in which they were interrogated and tortured. The following cases 

illustrate this broad pattern of violations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                       
23 Some detainees never appeared again after they were believed to be abducted by the security forces. The most well-known cases are 
those of Ashraf Shehata and Mostafa Masouny. Dfxosh`m Bgqnmhbkdr+ ®mnbody v`msr sn sdkk tr vgdqd "rgdg`s` `mc "l`rrntmx `qd¯+4 
November 2015, available at www.egyptianchronicles.blogspot.co.uk/2015/11/nobody-wants-to-tell-us-where-shehata.html 
24 Article 54 of the Constitution states: ®Dudqx odqrnm vgnrd eqddcnl hr qdrsqhbsdc rg`kk ad hlldch`sdkx mnshehdc nethe reasons therefore; shall 
be informed of his/her rights in writing; shall be immediately enabled to contact his/her relatives and lawyer; and shall be brought before the 
investigation authority within twenty four (24) hours as of the time of restricting ghr.gdq eqddcnl-¯ 
25 In Arabic, such low-q`mjhmf neehbdqr `qd jmnvm `r ®ameen shortā - Sgd sdql qdedqr sn `m neehbdq vgn gnkcr ` ghfg-school diploma and has 
graduated from one of the police institutions, rather than the Police Academy where police officers train. Their mandate is to assist police 
officers in their work, including arrests, investigations, collecting evidence, traffic control, and other areas of work. They do not receive any 
human-rights training.  

http://www.egyptianchronicles.blogspot.co.uk/2015/11/nobody-wants-to-tell-us-where-shehata.html
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KARIM ABD EL-MOEZ 
DISAPPEARED FOR ALMOST FOUR MONTHS 

 

 

 

Karim Abd el-Moez, aged 22, was tortured with 

electric shocks and forced to confess to 

belonging to the armed group that calls itself the 

Islamic State. His father was not able to locate 

him for the period of his enforced disappearance 

of almost four months and told Amnesty 

International: 

®@kk H v`msdc sn jmnv v`r vgether my son was 

cd`c nq `khud¯, and that the uncertainty had 

devastated and anguished him. 

© Private, used with permission. 
 

Karim Abd el-Moez, an engineering student aged 22, was subjected to enforced disappearance for 

almost four months. NSA officers took ghl eqnl ghr e`lhkxr gnld hm sgd C`q `k-Salam district of Cairo at 

around 2:30am on 6 August 2015. His father, Abd el-Moez Mohamed, told Amnesty International that a 

fqnto ne gd`uhkx `qldc rdbtqhsx enqbdr `qqhudc ntsrhcd sgd e`lhkxr gnld hm svn ohbj-up trucks and an 

armoured vehicle, saying sgdx g`c bnld sn `qqdrs ` ®sdqqnqhrs¯- Rnld ne sgd rdbtqhsx enqbdr snnj onrhshnm

outside of neighbouring homes, threatening to assault anyone who should emerge, while a group of about 

10 plain-clothed NSA officers and men in black uniform carrying automatic weapons, with their faces 

covered, forced their way into the home and seized, handcuffed, blindfolded and gagged Karim. They 

rd`qbgdc sgd gntrd+ s`jhmf `v`x J`qhlr ognmd+ k`osno `mc hcdmshsx b`qc+ `r vdkk `r rnld o`odqr `mc

books. They did not produce a judicial warrant authorizing their search or arrest or gave a reason for 

detaining him- Nmd MR@ neehbdq snkc J`qhlr e`sgdq: ®Xnt chc mns q`hrd xntq rnm vdkk- Vd `qd s`jhmf ghl sn

teach him some manners.  ̄

The family sought to find out where Karim had been taken by asking about their son at several Cairo 

police stations. The authorities all denied holding him. The family also filed a complaint with the Dar al-

Salam Public Prosecution Office in Cairo, which proved unsuccessful.  

Hs v`r mns tmshk lnqd sg`m sgqdd lnmsgr k`sdq sg`s J`qhlr e`lhkx vdqd `akd sn knb`sd ghl- Gd qdl`hmdc `

victim of enforced disappearance until his family learnt on 18 November 2015, from someone who had 

visited another prisoner there, that Karim was then held at Tora Istiqbal Prison, accused of belonging to 

the armed group that calls itself Islamic State. Abd el-Moez Mohamed told Amnesty International that 

tmshk sgdm+ sgd e`lhkx g`c addm hm `mfthrg `ants J`qhl9 ®@kk H v`msdc sn jmnv v`r vgdsgdq lx rnm v`r

cd`c nq `khud-¯ Sgd e`lhkx rntfgs sn uhrhs J`qhl `s sgd oqhrnm+ vgnrd `tsgnqhshdr bnmehqldc sg`s gd v`r

held there, but were told that they must wait 15 days before they could see him. As of 1 July June 2016, 

Karim remained at Tora Istiqbal Prison facing trial on charges that could result in the death penalty.26  

 

In some cases, those detained included not only the MR@r l`hm rtrodbs ats `krn nsgdq ldladqr ne sgdhq

e`lhkx+ `oo`qdmskx sn oqdrrtqhrd sgdl hmsn ®bnmedrrhmf¯ sn bqhldr- 

  

                                                                                                                                                       
26 Case No. 672 of 2015, Supreme State Security. 
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THE KHALIL FAMILY 
DISAPPEARED FOR UP TO 122 DAYS 

 

 

Nour Khalil, aged 22, a political activist, was 

detained alongside his father and brother by 

security forces. Nour Khalil was the principal 

target of the security forces but it is believed 

that his father and brother were arrested to put 

pressure on him to co-operate with the NSA.  

When Nour Khalil asked to see his brother and 

father, the NSA officers told him that they were 

held downstairs in the same building, and that 

they could arrest his mother and sisters if he 

failed to provide them with the information they 

wanted. 

 
© Private, used with permission. 
 

Nour Khalil, a 22-year old law student and activist, perceived to advocate a secular state, was previously 

acquitted of participating in illegal protests in 2014. On 24 May 2015, NSA officers and other heavily 

`qldc rdbtqhsx enqbdr q`hcdc ghr e`lhkxr gnld hm `k-Santa, Gharbeya Governorate and detained him 

together with his father, el-Said Khalil, a retired armed-forces officer, and brother, Islam Khalil, a 

salesman aged 26. Nour said it was the eighth time the security forces had raided his family home but on 

the previous occasions, he had been absent and the security forces had told his family that he should 

hand himself over to the police as they wanted to question him about his political activities but he had not 

done so.  

Nour was asleep when the security forces, carrying automatic weapons and led by plain-clothed NSA 

officers, broke in to his family home in the early hours of the morning. He awoke as several armed men 

stormed into his room. They pulled him from his bed and forced him to kneel. An NSA officer carrying a 

pistol sgdm dmsdqdc sgd qnnl+ otkkdc Mntqr S-shirt over his face and handcuffed his wrists behind his 

back, vghkd `mnsgdq l`m onhmsdc ` ftm `s Mntqr gd`c+ sgqd`sdmhmf sn rgnns ghl he gd lnudc- 

Mntqr o`qdmsr `rjdc sn rdd ` itchbh`k v`qq`ms ats vdqd snkc ax sgd NSA officers that they did not have or 

needed sgdl `mc sg`s `mxnmd vgn qdrhrsdc sgdl vntkc ad `s qhrj- Sgd neehbdqr rdhydc Mntqr k`osno `mc

phone, and over 60 of his books, removed the T-shirt from his face, blindfolded him with another cloth 

and took him away in his pyjamas. As he was walked out, he was surprised to hear an officer order: 

®Aqhmf ghr aqnsgdq `r vdkk¯, `r gd jmdv sg`s Hrk`l chrkhjdc onkhshbr+ g`c mn ®onkhshb`k `eehkh`shnm¯ `mc g`c

been present but not arrested during previous security forcdr q`hcr nm sgdhq gnld- Mntq Jg`khk cdrbqhadc

his arrest to Amnesty International: 

®Sgd rdbtqhsx `fdmsr snnj ld sn sgd onkhbd udghbkd o`qjdc ntsrhcd sgd gntrd--- Sgdx Zrdbtqhsx enqbdr\ rs`xdc hm
the house for around 20 minutes and I was in the police vehibkd ntsrhcd£ Vgndudq eqnl sgd mdhfgantqr sqhdc
to even open the windows to look at what was happening, the security agents would shout and threaten them 
saying: ¬Vd vhkk rgnns xnt, and would order them to close the windows. Then the police vehicles started to 
move and there were around seven police pick-up trucks [Toyota double-cabin pick-up trucks]. I was able to 
know because I could see through the cloth over lx dxdr fhudm hs v`r ` khsskd sq`mro`qdms£ H sgntfgs sgdx chc



 

EGYPT: ¬OFFICIALLY, YOU CN MNS DWHRS  
DISAPPEARED AND TORTURED IN THE NAME OF COUNTER-TERRORISM  

Amnesty International 

27 

not arrest my brother Islam and that they had let him go, however I discovered later that they arrested my 
aqnsgdq Hrk`l `mc lx e`sgdq-¯ 

The security officials took Nour Khalil to the NSA offices in Tanta, pulling him by his hair from the vehicle. 

Gd gd`qc `m neehbdq r`x9 ®S`jd ghl sn sgdentqsg eknnq¯, jmnvm `r ®gdkk¯ ax knb`k odnokdas a place used to 

torture detainees. After removing his handcuffs, an NSA officer interrogated Nour Khalil about his political 

activities and beliefs for about six hours, periodically removing his blindfold to show him photographs of 

MB activists that he did not know. The officer told him that his father and brother had also been detained 

and threatened to detain his mother and sister unless he co-operated. After the interrogation, he was held 

in one of four solitary confinement cells in a nearby building, given bread and water and then beaten with 

batons on his arms and shoulders by three guards when he told them he would go on hunger strike 

unless he was taken before a prosecutor.  

He remained in the cell for four days being taken out twice a day for questioning, and managed to speak 

aqhdekx sn ghr aqnsgdq Hrk`l+ vgn r`hc gd g`c addm ptdrshnmdc `ants ®sdqqnqhrs¯ `bshuhshdr 'MR@ neehbdqr

apparently confused him with another man, Islam Gamal, also known as Islam Abu Tereka, who they 

sought for alleged involvement in violent attacks on the security forces).   

The NSA released Nour Khalil after four days, on 28 May 2015, dropping him at the side of a road after 

warning him not to disclose his detention and enforced disappearance to the media and human rights 

groups as this could harm his father and brother, who were both still in NSA detention.  

@esdq gdq gtra`mc `mc rnmr vdqd cds`hmdc+ Mntq Jg`khkr lnsgdq hlldch`sdkx bnms`bsdc S`ms`r @ssnqmdx

General, who referred her on to the al-Santa Prosecution Office, who referred her to a local police station 

where she was held for two hours, had her bag and phone searched, and was told not to file further 

reports. She persisted nevertheless, sending telegrams inquiring about her husband and two sons to the 

Public Prosecutor, Minister of Interior and NSA director for Gharbeya Governorate ± all without any 

response.      

Sgd MR@ qdkd`rdc Mntqr e`sgdq on 8 June 2015, after 15 days of enforced disappearance. He had 

apparently been held to put pressure on Nour and Islam. He was not interrogated and was released 

without charge.  

 

 

 

The picture to the left shows Islam Khalil before 

he disappeared, the one on the right shows him 

after 122 days of enforced disappearance, still in 

the clothes he wore on his arrest. The picture 

was taken after he appeared before the East 

Alexandria Public Prosecution Office for 

questioning on 21 September 2015.  

Islam Khalil disappeared for 122 days in NSA 

offices in Tanta and Cairo. He was tortured 

including with electric shocks and was 

suspended from his limbs, while naked, for days. 

 
© Private, used with permission. 

 

Islam Khalil, however, was not released. As of 1 July 2016, he remained in detention at Borg al-Arab 

Prison in Alexandria awaiting trial on charges of belonging to the banned MB, inciting violence and 

attacking the security forces. If convicted, he could face the death penalty. His official case file gives his 

date of arrest as 20 September 2015 whereas in reality, the NSA detained him almost four months earlier, 
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on 24 May 2015. This falsification of his arrest date appears intended to cover up the unlawful nature of 

his arrest and the almost four months during which the NSA held him in conditions of enforced 

disappearance.  

Islam Khalil had not been politically active, according to his brother Nour, yet the Ministry of Interior 

denied that he was in detention for 122 days, even though other released detainees said they had seen 

him at the Central Security Forces (CSF)27 camp in Tanta, apparently ill and suffering from the effects of 

torture.  

Ctqhmf ghr dmenqbdc chr`ood`q`mbd+ Hrk`l Jg`khk v`r ehqrs gdkc `s sgd MR@r S`ms` neehbd+where he alleges 

gd v`r snqstqdc hmsn l`jhmf ` ®bnmedrrhnm¯ adenqd adhmf sq`mredqqdc sn sgd MR@r B`hqn gd`cpt`qsdqr

where he was tortured again. His family only learnt of his whereabouts when the authorities informed 

them on 24 September 2015 that he was gdkc `s @kdw`mcqh`r J`qlnty Oqhrnm `v`hshmf sqh`k- 

At Tanta, Islam was held in a tiny cell on whose walls previous detainees had scribbled messages dating 

back to the late 1980s, a time before he was born. Islam Khalil also said that a guard hit and threatened 

to whip him after he called out to his brother Nour to ask if he was all right. 

 

THE FARAG FAMILY  
DISAPPEARED FOR OVER 150 DAYS 

 

 

Atef Farag (to the right) and his son Yehia Farag 

(to the left). Both men were held in the NSA 

Lazoughly office inside the headquarters of the 

Ministry of Interior in Cairo for 159 days under 

conditions of enforced disappearance. The 

father was singled out for torture and the son 

was arrested to pressurize the father to confess 

to fabricated offences.  

 
© Private, used with permission. 

Security forces detained Atef Mohamed Farag, a trader aged 48, and his son, Yehia Farag, aged 22, after 

raiding their apartment in the six-rsnqdx athkchmf sgdx nvm hm B`hqnr L`mrgdxdsNasr district at around 

4:00am on 28 July 2015. According to Abu Bakr Farag, a son of Atef Farag who was present, the raid 

was conducted by several NSA officers, backed up by some 30 security forces carrying automatic 

weapons. They searched the e`lhkxr anc rnld ne sgdhq mdhfgantqr `o`qsldmsr `mc cds`hmdc @sde `mc

Yehia Farag without producing any judicial warrant. Abu Bakr told Amnesty International: 

®@esdq sgdx rsnqldc sgd athkchmf+ Zsgd rdbtqhsx enqbdr\ rl`rgdc sgd cnnqr ne ntq ek`sr `mc sgd mdhfgantqr 
ek`sr `mc rd`qbgdc sgdl `mc rdhydc ` k`qfd `lntms ne lnmdx sg`s adknmfdc sn lx e`sgdq `mc `kk sgd e`lhkxr
phones, which they checked to see what calls and messages had been made or received, computers, and 
various papers.̄  

The NSA officers blindfolded and handcuffed Atef Farag and his four sons, questioning the sons about 

their religious beliefs and activities, including which mosques they attended, before driving Atef and 

Yehia away in an unlicensed white micro-bus to a destination they refused to disclose. The family 

assumed that Atef had been detained because he had participated in the sit-in protest at Rabaa al-

                                                                                                                                                       
27 The CSF are riot-control police and they have their own training camps across the country. However, these camps are sometimes used to 
detain people when prisons and police stations are overwhelmed by numbers of detainees. The NSA has offices in some of these camps 
and uses them to hold detainees incommunicado.  
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@c`vhx` Rpt`qd hm B`hqn `f`hmrs Lng`ldc Lnqrhr ntrshmf `mc sg`s Xdgh`+ vgn g`r ` chr`ahkhsx+ g`c addm

taken in order to put pressure on his father. 

Abu Bakr went to Mansheyet Nasr Police Station a few hours after they were taken away to inquire about 

his father and brother. An officer there confirmed that they were held by the NSA but told him not to file a 

report with the local prosecutor. However, he did file a report which the prosecutor followed up more than 

three months later, resulting in a communication from the police to the prosecutor dated 16 November 

2015. In this, the police confirmed that Atef and Yehia Farag were held by the NSA. However, the NSA 

investigation report submitted to the State Security Prosecutor, when the two men first appeared before 

him on 3 January 2016, gives their date of arrest as 2 January 2016. By claiming that the two men had 

spent no more than 24 hours in detention, the NSA report seeks to conceal their more than 150 days of 

enforced disappearance, incommunicado detention and torture. After questioning Atef and Yehia Farag, 

the prosecutor charged them with membership of the banned MB and authorized their continued 

detention. As of 1 July 2016, both men were still at Tora Istiqbal Prison awaiting trial.   

 

 

 
THE EL-HAMID FAMILY 
HELD INCOMMUNICADO FOR TWO WEEKS, FOLLOWED BY PRE-
TRIAL DETENTION 
 

Security forces detained Yehia Abd el-Hamid and his son, Mahmoud Abd el-Hamid, aged 22, on 19 

October 2015 in a late night raid on their home in Alexandria, apparently because they suspected them of 

participating in protests and supporting Mohamed Morsi and the MB. 

Yehia Abd el-G`lhcr c`tfgsdq told Amnesty International that she returned home and found the street 

®bnlokdsdkx aknbjdc vhsg rdbtqhsx enqbdr, gd`uhkx `qldc `mc bnudqhmf sgdhq e`bdr¯- Ax sgdm+ sgd rdbtqhsx

forces were preparing to leave. She found they had smashed through both an iron outer door and a 

wooden immdq cnnq sn f`hm dmsqx sn sgd e`lhkxr `o`qsldms+ vgnrd bnmsdmsr+ rnld aqnjdm+ g`c addm

strewn about as officers searched the home- Sgdx g`c s`jdm `v`x sgd e`lhkxr bnlotsdqr `mc 7+/// DFO

(around USD1,020) in cash was missing. Neighbours told her that the security forces had taken her 

e`sgdq `mc aqnsgdq eqnl sgd `o`qsldms ®akhmcenkcdc `mc g`mcbteedcon the back- ̄

For two weeks, the family could not obtain any information about the two detained men. They inquired at 

onkhbd rs`shnmr+ oqnrdbtsnqr neehbdr `nd the Alexandria Security Directorate without any result. Then, they 

learnt from a low rank police officer, after paying him, that Yehia and Mahmoud were being held in the 

MR@r @kdw`mcqh` Rdbtqhsx Chqdbsnq`sd on the fourth floor which belongs to the NSA.  

The Ministry of Interior said on 6 November28 that they had arrested the two men with 15 other MB 

members and accused them of blocking Alexandria sewerage and drainage system causing floods in the 

city following heavy rain on 2 and 3 November ± by which time the two men had already been in 

detention for two weeks under conditions of enforced disappearance.  

As of 1 June 2016, both men remained in pre-trial detention on charges of belonging to a banned 

organization, disturbing public order and harming national interests. They could face lengthy prison terms 

or the death penalty.   

 

Some victims of enforced disappearance were detained in public places, sometimes together with friends, by 

security officials who searched their phones looking for images ± such as the four-ehmfdq ¬Q`a`` r`ktsd

                                                                                                                                                       
28 Sgd Lhmhrsqx ne Hmsdqhnq+ ®Sgd Lhmhrsqxs efforts to hunt down terrorist outposts Znqhfhm`k hm @q`ahb\¯, 6 November 2015, available at 
www.facebook.com/MoiEgy/photos/?tab=album&album_id=981095145267482 : `mc Sgd Lhmhrsqx ne Hmsdqhnq+ ®Sgd `qqdrs of members of a 
terrorist cell of the Brotherhood terrorist organization that committed acts of sabotage in Alexandria Znqhfhm`k hm @q`ahb\¯, 7 November 2015, 
available at www.youtube.com/watch?v=57ozD0R6uZ4  

http://www.facebook.com/MoiEgy/photos/?tab=album&album_id=981095145267482
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rhfmhexhmf noonrhshnm sn Lng`ldc Lnqrhr nudrthrow ± or messages about protests or other opposition 

activity.  

 

SOHAIB SAAD, ISRAA AL-TAWEEL & OMAR MOHAMED ALI 
THREE FRIENDS DISAPPEARED FOR 16 DAYS 

 

 

Sohaib Saad, to the left, Omar Mohamed Ali, in 

the middle, and Israa al-Taweel, to the right.  

The three friends were abducted in the street on 

0 Itmd 1/04 ax Dfxosr rdbtqhsx enqbdr `mc

disappeared for 16 days. The Ministry of Interior 

kept denying that they were holding them. After 

16 days, they appeared in Cairo prisons charged 

with belonging to ®sdqqnqhrs¯ fqntor- 

 
© Private, used with permission.  

NSA officials detained Sohaib Saad, aged 22, Israa al-Taweel, aged 23, and Omar Mohamed Ali, aged 23, 

nm 0 Itmd 1/04 `r sgdx kdes ` qdrs`tq`ms hm B`hqnr `eektdms Y`l`kdj chrsqhbs- Rng`ha R``c+ `

photojournalist, had then been on bail while facing trial along with three Al Jazeera journalists and 

required to report to the police each day. Omar Mohamed Ali is an engineering student working as a civil 

employee in a military factory. He was arrested only because he was with Sohaib. Their friend Israa al-

Taweel had ceased her former activism after becoming wheelchair-bound as a result of a gunshot wound, 

which she sustained during a protest in 2014. She appears to have been detained for a total of over six 

months simply because she was in the presence of Sohaib Saad, who was the principal target of the NSA. 

For part of this time, she was forcibly disappeared.  

Following her release in December 2015, Israa al-Taweel told Amnesty International that she had been 

taken to the Cairo headquarters of the NSA in Lazoughly Square, blindfolded and held incommunicado 

for 15 days. She was questioned about her links with the MB and the two friends detained with her. NSA 

officers told her that they would detain her parents and sisters unless she gave them the information they 

required. She heard screams in another room at one point during her questioning, leading her to believe 

her two friends were being tortured. Her NSA interrogators warned her that she would experience the 

same fate as her friends unless she co-operated.  

Israa al-Taweel was kept blindfolded throughout the 16 days that she spent detained by the NSA, except 

vgdm rkddohmf `s mhfgs- Rgd v`r sgdm qdedqqdc sn sgd Rs`sd Rdbtqhsx Oqnrdbtsnqr neehbd hm B`hqn+ vgdqd rgd

v`r ptdrshnmdc enq 07 gntqr+ vhsgnts sgd oqdrdmbd ne gdq k`vxdq+ `mc `bbtrdc ne ®adknmfhmf sn ` a`mmdc

fqnto¯ `mc ®aqn`cb`rshmf e`krd mdvr¯ 'rgd gad been carrying a camera when arrested). The prosecutor 

then authorized her detention for 15 days, subsequently renewed, and she was moved to al-Qanater 

Vnldmr Oqhrnm hm B`hqn tmshk ` itcfd nqcdqdc gdq qdkd`rd nm ldchb`k fqntmcr hm Cdbdladq 1/04, 

following many international expressions of concern about her case. 

Sohaib Saad and Omar Mohamed Ali, however, were charged with planning attacks against the military 

and leaking classified military information. In September 2015, they stood trial before a military court. 

They were convicted on 28 May 2016 and sentenced to life imprisonment (25 years). They have 

submitted an appeal before the Supreme Military court and a date is to be set by the Court. 

For 16 days, after the NSA had detained the three friends, and held incommunicado ± Israa al-Taweel at 

sgd MR@ neehbdr hm B`hqnr K`yntfgkx Rpt`qd, and the others at the headquarters of Military Intelligence in 

Cairo ± they allege they were tortured.  
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Israa al-S`vddkr e`lhkx snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k sg`s sgdx l`cd strenuous efforts to locate her during 

this time, inquiring at various police stations, courts and prisons. They filed a complaint about her 

disappearance with the Public Prosecution Office, after which a group of around 25 armed security forces 

came to their house at 1:30am on 18 June 2015 and searched it without producing a search warrant, 

and took away their laptops. 
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6. ENFORCED 
DISAPPEARANCES  
OF CHILDREN 

®H cn mns rod`j sn xnt `r ` onkhbd neehbdq+ ats `r ` e`sgdq+
and I ask you to feel the pain of a mother who cannot find 
her child.̄  
Mother of a ®disappeared̄ child speaking to a police officer after he repeatedly denied that her son was in their custody 

 

Amnesty International has found that the treatment of children arrested by the NSA was similar to that of 

adults. Children have faced the same pattern of arbitrary arrests, detentions and enforced disappearances. 

They were held for periods ranging between seven and 50 days without being allowed to contact their 

families or access to their lawyers. While in incommunicado detention, they were tortured to obtain 

®bnmedrrhnmr¯ nq rs`sdldmsr hmbqhlhm`shmf nsgdqr- Sgd `tsgnqhshdr `krn qdod`sdckx cdmhdc sg`s sgdx vdqd hm

their custody when their families inquired about them and sent telegrams to the Ministry of Interior, Ministry 

of Justice and the Public Prosecution.  

 

 
MAZEN MOHAMED ABDALLAH 
FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD STUDENT, DISAPPEARED AND RAPED  
IN DETENTION 

NSA officers detained Mazen Mohamed Abdallah, a 14-year-old school student, after raiding his family 

home in the Nasr City district of Cairo in the early hours of 30 September 2015, and subjected him to 

enforced disappearance and torture in detention (see below).   

L`ydm @ac`kk`gr lnsgdq+ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k sg`s rgd v`r `vnjdm `s `qntmc 29//`l ax violent 

a`mfhmf nm sgd cnnq ne sgd e`lhkxr `o`qsldms- Vgdm rgd nodmdc sgd cnnq rgd entmc gdqrdke bnmeqnmsdc

by about 30 heavily armed security forces, some with their faces concealed, carrying automatic weapons. 

They demanded to know whether her son, Mazen, was in the apartment. NSA officers in plain clothes 

accompanying the armed men said they wished to ask Mazen two questions and then leave, so his 

mother took them to the room where the boy was sleeping. The NSA officers woke him, searched his and 

another room, and took his mobile phone. They did not produce a search warrant or other official 

documentation. They named several people and asked Mazen if he knew them. Mazen said he did not, 
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but then the security forces found some references to protests in messages on his phone sent by his 

friends, whereupon they told his mother they had to take Mazen to a police station to question him further 

ats vntkc sgdm qdstqm ghl sn ghr gnld `esdq bntokd ne gntqr- Sgd lnsgdq snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k9 ®H

tried to ask where they will be taking him but they refused to disclose any information. Then, they 

blindfolded my 14-year-old child and handcuffed him from behind as they do with criminals, and took 

ghl cnvmrs`hqr£ H chc mns jmnv vgdsgdq sghr v`r qd`khsx nq H v`r cqd`lhmf¯- Sgd MR@ neehbdqr sgdm snnj

the boy away in a white micro-bus accompanied by two police pick-up trucks.  

The security officers took Mazen to the First Nasr City Police Station in Cairo but concealed this from his 

family. When they looked for him at the police station in the days following his arrest, the authorities at the 

police station said he was not there and that they could provide no information about him. So, the family 

inquired at other police stations, also without obtaining any information ar sn L`ydmr vgdqd`antsr nq gnv

he was being treated. They also sought information about their disappeared son directly from the Ministry 

of Interior; officials there also denied that the Ministry was holding the boy. The family also sent postal 

telegrams to the Public Prosecution office on 30 September and 4 October. It was not until 8 October, 

lnqd sg`m ` vddj `esdq L`ydmr chr`ood`q`mbd+ when his family learnt of his whereabouts ± through a 

chance encounter with a lawyer who reported having seen him in custody at the office of the State 

Rdbtqhsx Oqnrdbtsnq hm mdv B`hqnrFifth Settlement± and were able to gain access to him.  

Mazen told his family that he had been held at the First Nasr City Police Station for the first seven days, 

then moved on 7 October to the Second Nasr City Police Station, without any contact with a lawyer or his 

family,29 and that interrogators at both police stations had subjected him to rape and other forms of torture 

(see below). When presenting Mazen to the State Security Prosecutor on 8 October 2015 (in 

bnmsq`udmshnm ne Dfxosr Bghkc K`v,30 according to which he should have been referred to the Child 

Prosecution), the official NSA report on his case gave his arrest date as the previous day, 7 October, 

`oo`qdmskx sn l`jd hs `ood`q sg`s sgd MR@ g`c bnlokhdc vhsg @qshbkd 43 ne Dfxosr Bnmrshstshnm+ `mc g`c

brought Mazen Abdallah to a prosecutor within 24 hours of his arrest.31 The NSA documentation made no 

reference to his prior seven days of detention during which, Mazen alleges, NSA officials held him in 

isolation and subjected him to torture and other ill-treatment. According to Mazen, he told the prosecutor 

± before whom he appeared on 8 October without the presence of a lawyer ± that he had been detained 

for over a week and tortured and threatened that his parents would be arrested if he did not confess. The 

prosecutor, however, failed to investigate the allegations of torture, enforced disappearance and the 

falsification of date of arrest.  

In December 2015, the Ministry of Interior used its Facebook page to respond to an Amnesty 

Internationalr statement about Mazen Abdallahr b`rd which had received wide international attention 

asserting9 ®L`ydm v`r `qqdrsdc nm 6 Nbsnadq a`rdc nm `n arrest warrant issued by a prosecutor and he is 

charged in relation to violent acts, including attacking national institutions and burning police vehicles. He 

was sent to the prosecutor the next day who questioned him and ordered his detention for 15 days.32 He 

was referred to the Forensic Authority on 12 October 2015 who confirmed that Mazen never faced torture 

hm btrsncx-¯33 

The prosecutor charged Mazen Abdallah with inciting and participating in illegal protests and he 

remained in detention for four months under successive renewals of his pre-trial detention by the State 

                                                                                                                                                       
29 Article 125 of Law No. 12 of 1996 Promulgating The Child Law (the Child Law, as amended) states: ®Sgdchild has the right to legal 
assistance; he shall be represented in criminal and misdemeanor cases where the penalty is to place him in custody by a lawyer to defend 
him in both the investigation and trial phases. If no lawyer has been selected by the child, the Public Prosecution or the Court shall appoint 
one, in accordance with the rules and regulation of the Criminal Procedure Code. T̄he law is available at 
www.africanchildforum.org/clr/Legislation%20Per%20Country/Egypt/egypt_children_2008_en.pdf 
30 Article 122 of the Child Law states: ®Sgd Bghkc Bntqs rg`kk dwbktrhudkx cd`k vhsg hrrtdr bnmbdqmhmf sgd bghkc vgdm `bbtrdc ne ` bqhld nq hm
case of his delinquency. The Court shall also be entitled to pass judgments regarding criminal cases set forth in Articles 113 to 116 and in 
Article 119 of this Law. As an exception to the provision of the previous paragraph, the Criminal Court or the Supreme State Security Court, 
according to each case, shall have jurisdiction over criminal cases where the accused ± at the time of committing the crime ± is a child 
above fifteen (15) years of age while the accomplice is not a child and the case necessitated bringing the criminal action against the 
accomplice jointly with the child. In this case, the Court ± prior to passing its judgment ± shall examine the circumstances of the child from 
`kk `rodbsr `mc l`x rddj sgd `rrhrs`mbd ne dwodqsr he hs rn vhrgdr-¯ 
31 Article 54 of the Constitution.  
32 Case No. 699 of 2015, State Security. 
33 Response of Ministry of Interior on their Facebook page to Amnesty International Press Release, 16 December 2015, available at 
m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=998277660215897&substory_index=0&id=181662475210757&__mref=message_bubble  

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=998277660215897&substory_index=0&id=181662475210757&__mref=message_bubble
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Rdbtqhsx Oqnrdbtsnq+ hm uhnk`shnm ne Dfxosr Bghkc K`v sg`s oqnghahsr oqe-trial detention of children under 15 

years.34 Following international protests and public pressure about his continued detention, the prosecutor 

ordered his release on 31 January 2016 while still charged. As of 1 July 2016, the case had still to be 

referred to a court. Prior to his release and although he is a child, Mazen Abdallah spent the first 10 

weeks of his detention confined in an overcrowded cell containing adult prisoners at First and Second 

Nasr City Police Stations in contravention of Article 111 ne Dfxosr Bghkc K`v;35 he was moved to Giza Child 

Centre only on 13 December 2015, enkknvhmf @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`kr rs`sdldmsabout his case, by which 

time he had contracted a skin ailment apparently because of poor hygiene conditions at First Nasr City 

Police Station. 

 

ASER MOHAMED, AGED 14, DISAPPEARED FOR 34 DAYS 

 

 

Aser Mohamed, 14-year-old student. 

®Vd rd`qbgdc hm B`hqnr Atk`p `k-Dakrour, 

Omraneya, Talbeya, Haram and Giza Police 

Stations; they all denied that Aser was in their 

btrsncx¯, @rdqr e`lhkx snkc @lmdrsx

International. 

When Aser Mohamed appeared before the Public 
Prosecution Office, a senior state security 
prosecutor told him: ®It seems that you want to 
fn a`bj sn sgd dkdbsqhb rgnbjr `f`hm¯, indicating 
he knew Aser Mohamed had been tortured in NSA 
detention sn nas`hm ®bnmedrrhnmr¯. 
 
© Private, used with permission. 

 

A mixed force of armed police and NSA officers in plain clothes detained Aser Mohamed, in an early 

morning raid on his home in the 6th October district of Cairo on 12 January 2016. The officers, who failed 

to produce an arrest or search warrant, said they intended to take Aser away for questioning only briefly, 

although they refused to say where, and would return him after two hours or so. But they did not return 

him, and for the next 34 days his family did not know where he was, they had no contact with or news 

about him.    

@rdqr e`lhkx l`cd eq`mshb deenqsr sn knb`sd ghl: ®Vd rd`qbgdc hmB`hqnr Atk`p `k-Dakrour, Omraneya, 

S`kadx`+ G`q`l `mc Fhy` Onkhbd Rs`shnmr: sgdx `kk cdmhdc sg`s @rdq v`r hm sgdhq btrsncx¯, @rdqr e`lhkx+

told Amnesty International. The family also reported and sent postal telegrams to the Public Prosecutor, 

Ministry of Interior and Attorney General, all without obtaining any information or getting any response. 

                                                                                                                                                       
34 Article 119 of the Child Law Article states: ®@ bghkc vgn g`r mns qd`bgdc ehesddm '04( xd`qr ne `fd rg`kk mns ad ok`bdc hm sdlonq`qx
custody. The Public Prosecution may place him in one of the observation centers, for a period not exceeding one (1) week, and shall make 
him available upon each request if the circumstances of the case necessitate keeping him in custody. However, the period for keeping the 
child in custody shall not exceed one (1) week unless the Court decides to extend the period according to the regulations for temporary 
custody as stipulated in the Criminal Procedure Code [CCP]. As an alternative to the procedure of the previous paragraph, an order may be 
issued to deliver the child to one of his parents, or to his guardian, and make him available upon each request. Any person violating this 
duty shall be penalized with a fine not exceeding one hundred (100) Egyptian pounds.̄ 
35 Article 112 of the Child Law Article states: ®Bghkcqdm l`x mns ad cds`hmdc+ ok`bdc hm btrsncx+ nq hloqhrnmdc vhsg `ctksr hm nmd ok`bd - Hm
detention, it should be observed that children are to be classified according to their age, sex, and nature of theiq bqhld¯- 
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They heard nothing until 15 February, when Aser Mohamed was able to telephone them as he was being 

transferred to the Giza Central Security Forces (CSF) camp located 10.5km north of Cairo on the Cairo-

Alexandria highway. In the call, Aser told his family that he had already been taken before and questioned 

by the State Security Prosecutor in contravention of Egyptian laws as he should have been referred to 

Child Prosecution. Nmbd sgdx jmdv ghr vgdqd`antsr+ @rdq Lng`ldcr o`qdmsr vdms sn sgd BRE b`lo sn

try and see him and find out if he was in good health and how he had been treated, but the authorities at 

the camp denied them access to Aser and said that they could only visit after he had been there for nine 

days. When they did get to see him, Aser told his parents that he had throughout his enforced 

disappearance been held at the NSA offices in the 6th October district of Cairo alongside adults, and that 

NSA officers had torstqdc ghl ctqhmf sgd ehqrs sgqdd c`xr ne ghr cdsdmshnm sn enqbd ghl sn ®bnmedrr¯ sn

participating in an apparent attack on 7 January 2016 on the Three Pyramids hotel in Giza, Cairo, and to 

implicate others in committing crimes. 

The official investigation report submitted by the NSA to the State Security Prosecutor on 15 February 

2016, when Aser Mohamed appeared before the prosecutor, falsely suggests that the boy was arrested 

only earlier that day, giving 15 February as his arrest date. The report makes no reference to his previous 

34 days of incommunicado detention. Aser Mohamed was charged with belonging to the banned MB and 

participating in the 7 January hotel attack. When he denied the charges, he alleges that the prosecutor 

responded: ®It seems that you v`ms sn fn a`bj sn sgd dkdbsqhb rgnbjr `f`hm¯, indicating that he knew Aser 

Mohamed had been subjected to electric-shocks torture in detention by the NSA. The torture allegations 

were confirmed by Aser who told the prosecutor about his torture. However, the prosecutor took no action 

to investigate or hold those responsible for torture to account. The prosecutor formally charged Aser 

Mohamed and authorized his further detention under a renewable 15 day detention order. The Public 

Prosecution referred the case of Aser Mohamed to the Cairo Criminal Court (terrorism circuit) in April 

2016 and he is due to stand trial on 12 July 2016 on charges that could lead to his imprisonment for 15 

years.36 As of 1 July 2016, Aser Mohamed was still held at the CSF camp near Cairo/Alexandria highway 

along with adults. 

 

OMAR AYMAN MOHAMED MAHMOUD, AGED 17,  
DISAPPEARED FOR 44 DAYS 
  

Omar Ayman Mohamed Mahmoud, 17-

year-old student. 

®Vd vdqd rteedqhmf adb`trd vd chc mns jmnv

vgdqd ntq rnm v`r gdkc¯, Nl`qr lnsgdq r`hc-

®K`vxdqr `mc nsgdq odnokd snkc tr sg`s oqna`akx

he is held in the headquarters of the NSA [in 

Cairo] and we should not ask about him there as 

hs vhkk ad qhrjx enq tr-¯ 

The family heard informally from a released detainee 

that he had seen Omar Mahmoud inside the NSA 

building in Lazoughly Square, Cairo.   

 
© Private, used with permission. 

                                                                                                                                                       
36 Article 111 of the Child Law states: ®Mn `bbtrdc odqrnm rg`kk ad rdmsdmbdc sn cd`sg+ khed hloqhrnmldms+ nq enqbdc k`anq he+ `s sgd shld ne
committing the crime, he did not reach the age of eighteen (18) years. Without prejudice to the provision of Article 17 of the Penal Code, if 
the child who has reached the age of fifteen (15) years commits a crime punishable by a death sentence, or life imprisonment, or forced 
labor, he shall be sentenced to imprisonment̄. 
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The mother of Omar Ayman Mohamed Mahmoud, a student aged 17, told Amnesty International that a 

group of around 15 armed security officials in plain clothes forced their way into the family home at 

1:30am on 2 August 2015 and detained her son. 

The men woke her son and searched the home, apparently for weapons although they found none, and 

rdhydc `mc qdlnudc sgd e`lhkxr bnlotsdq `mc Nl`qr ognmd `mc sg`s ne ghr rhrsdq- Sgdx `krn snnj Nl`q+

who had been ill and at home for the previous three days, saying they would take him to Dar al-Salam 

Police Station in Cairo. They chc mns oqnctbd `m `qqdrs nq rd`qbg v`qq`ms- Nl`qr e`sgdq sqhdc sn

accompany his son, but the security officials pushed him back and told him not to follow.  

Sg`s dudmhmf+ Nl`qr e`sgdq vdms sn C`q `k-Salam Police Station but the police denied that Omar was 

held there. He returned to the same police station the next day, however, and was allowed informally by 

some police guarding detainees to see, but not speak, to Omar although the police maintained the 

official line that Omar was not held there. On 4 Auftrs+ Nl`qr e`sgdq `f`hm vdms sn sgd onkhbd rs`shnm sn

ask after his son. This time, the police checked his ID, again denied that they were holding Omar and 

rdms Nl`qr e`sgdq `v`x sgqd`sdmhmf sn `qqdrs ghl he gd qdstqmdc.  

Nl`qr lnsgdq snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k sg`s sgd e`lhkx v`r tm`akd sn nas`hm bnmehql`shnm ne Nl`qr

detention or any information from the authorities until 15 September, more than six weeks (44 days) 

after he was taken from his home, although they had sent urgent inquiries and postal telegrams to the 

Minister of Interior, the Minister of Justice and the Public Prosecutor who provided no information about 

Nl`qr ok`bd ne cdsdmshnm- ®Vd vdqd rteedqhmf adb`trd vd chc mns jmnv vgdqd ntq rnm v`r gdkc¯, 

Nl`qr lnsgdq r`hc- ®K`vxdqr `mc nsgdqpeople told us that probably he is held in the headquarters of 

sgd MR@ Zhm B`hqn\ `mc vd rgntkc mns `rj `ants ghl sgdqd `r hs vhkk ad qhrjx enq tr-¯ Sgd e`lhkx gd`qc

informally from a released detainee that he had seen Omar Mahmoud inside the NSA building in 

Lazoughly Square, Cairo.  

When Omar Mahmoud appeared before the Zenhom (South Cairo) Prosecutor on 15 September 2015, 

the official NSA investigation report that accused him of belonging to the banned MB group, engaging in 

unauthorized protests and attacking the security forces gave his date of arrest as 14 September; the 

report made no reference to his more than six weeks of detention and enforced disappearance by the 

NSA. The prosecutor questioned him without the presence of his lawyer, and authorized his continued 

detention under a renewable 15-34 c`xr nqcdq `ksgntfg+ `bbnqchmf sn Nl`qr e`sgdq+ sgd oqnrdbtsnq

acknowledged that there was a lack of evidence against Omar. It appears that Omar Mahmoud was 

detained simply because the NSA found his name or pgnsnfq`og nm nmd ne ghr eqhdmcr lnahkd ognmd- Gd

is jointly accused with more than two dozen others, most of them children.  

When he turned 18, he was transferred to Tora Istiqbal Prison in Cairo. Official documents continue to 

give his arrest date as 14 September 2015, not 2 August 2015. His lawyer raised this with the prosecutor 

ctqhmf nmd ne sgd gd`qhmfr sn bnmrhcdq sgd qdmdv`k ne Nl`q L`glntcr 04 c`x cdsdmshnm nqcdq ats sgd

oqnrdbtsnq qdonqsdckx e`hkdc sn hmudrshf`sd sgd ®lhrrhmf¯ rhw vddjr ne cdsdmshnm nq Nl`q L`glntcr

allegations of torture.  

On 11 May 2016, the prosecutor finally ordered the release of Omar Mohamed Ayman and he was sent 

to Basateen Police Station to be released from there. However, he was released only on 1 June, almost 

20 days after the prosecutor ordered his release. As of 1 July 2016, Omar was still awaiting trial and if 

convicted he could face up to 15 years of imprisonment. 

  
 

6.1 CHILDREN SUBJECTED TO ENFORCED 
DISAPPEARANCE FOR A SECOND TIME 
Some children were subjected to enforced disappearance for a second time by NSA officers after Public 

Prosecutors had ordered their release. In such cases, after being forcibly disappeared again, they 

reappeared only when they were brought before prosecutors to face questioning and charges in relation to 



 

EGYPT: ¬OFFICIALLY, YOU CN MNS DWHRS  
DISAPPEARED AND TORTURED IN THE NAME OF COUNTER-TERRORISM  

Amnesty International 

37 

new alleged offences. As the wording of prosecutorr release orders is qualified in all cases, providing that 

cds`hmddr rgntkc ad qdkd`rdc ®tmkdrr sgdx `qd v`msdc enq ptdrshnmhmf hm qdk`shnm sn nsgdq needmbes,¯ MR@ 

officers are able to re-arrest released detainees and subject them to renewed enforced disappearance, 

interrogation and torture sn enqbd ®confessions̄  that provide a basis for new charges when they are again 

brought before the Public Prosecution. Such practices completely subvert the protection of the law. And it is 

particularly deplorable that they are being used against children. 

 

 
EBADA AHMED GOMAA 
FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD SCHOOL BOY, DISAPPEARED FOR MORE 
THAN 50 DAYS 

On 17 July 2015, armed men in plain clothes believed to be NSA officers, detained Ebada Ahmed 

Gomaa, 15, and others as they played soccer at a playground near their homes in the Nasr City district of 

Cairo. This occurred after the security forces detained another youth, Anas Mounir, and examined his 

mobile phone to identify those with whom he had been in contact. They then took Anas Mounir to the 

playground to identify Ebada Gomaa and a few others who they then detained. The NSA officers took 

Ebada Gomaa away in a white micro-atr+ vhsmdrrdr snkc ghr e`lhkx- @bbnqchmf sn @ll`q+ Da`c` Fnl``r

older brother, the officers took him to the empty flat in which his family previously lived, broke down the 

door and searched the flat without finding anything incriminating, and forced him under torture to 

®bnmedrr¯ nm uhcdns`od sg`s gd g`c l`mte`bstqdc vd`onmr `mc v`r trhmf sgd ek`s sn rsnqd sgdl- Sgd

officers then took Ebada Gomaa to First Nasr City Police Station and prevented him from calling his family 

or lawyer. 

When he did not return home and his family learnt from his friends that armed men had taken him away, 

Da`c` Fnl``r e`lhkx tqfdmskx rntfgs sn knb`sd ghl `mc ehmc nts vgx `mc vgdqd gd v`r adhmf cds`hmdc-

They visited the First and Second Nasr City Police Stations but the police denied holding him. However, 

one of the youths taken at the same time as Ebada but held only briefly told the family that he had seen 

Ebada in First Nasr City Police Station and heard him screaming and denying that he knew the people 

with whom interrogators were seeking to link him. The family then sent urgent inquiries and telegrams to 

the Ministry of Interior and Public Prosecutor, but did not receive any response.  

On 19 July 2015, two days after he was detained, Egyptian news media reported his arrest and said the 

authorities accused him of being an expert in manufacturing firearms; some reports were accompanied 

by photographs showing Ebada Gomaa standing behind a table covered in firearms that the authorities 

said he had manufactured.37  

Despite the publicity, the authorities did not permit Ebada Gomaa to contact his family until the next day, 

when he was taken before the 7th Settlement Public Prosecutor in Nasr City who formally charged Ebada 

Gomaa with belonging to the banned MB and illegally manufacturing and storing weapons.38 Ebada 

Gomaa denied all of the charges but the prosecutor authorized his detention for renewable periods of 15 

days until 20 September 2015, when the prosecutor ordered his release on payment of bail of 15,000 

EGP (USD1,688). Ea`c` Fnl``r e`lhkx o`hc ghr a`hk sgd mdws c`x ats vgdm sgdx vdms sn ohbj ghl to `s

First Nasr City Police Station they were told that he was no longer there.  

For almost eight weeks, until 10 November 2015, Ebada Gomaa was subjected to enforced 

disappearance. The authorities neither acknowledged his detention nor revealed any information about 

him, while holding him incommunicado and denying him access to legal counsel. His family reported his 

disappearance and sent telegrams to the Ministry of Interior and the Public Prosecutor, but they did not 

open any investigations- Rtardptdmskx+ Da`c` Fnl``r e`lhkx qdbdhudc hmenql`shnm eqnl ` qdkd`rdc

detainee that the NSA was holding Ebada Gomaa at its Cairo headquarters in Lazoughly Square in 

downtown which is located inside the headquarters of the Ministry of Interior.  

                                                                                                                                                       
37 Al-Youm al-R`ad+ ®Sgd `qqdrs ne` rstcdms l`inqhmf hm sgd l`mte`bstqhmf ne `qlr Znqhfhm`k hm @q`ahb\¯+ 19 July 2015, available at 
http://bit.ly/29b9FT5 
38 Case No. 31807 of 2015, Nasr City. 



 

EGYPT: ¬OFFICIALLY, YOU CN MNS DWHRS  
DISAPPEARED AND TORTURED IN THE NAME OF COUNTER-TERRORISM  

Amnesty International 

38 

Da`c` Fnl``r dmenqbdc chr`ood`q`mbd dmcdc nm 0/ Mnudladq 1/04+ vgdm gd v`r s`jdm adenqd sgd

State Security Prosecutor for questioning in connection with a new case involving further alleged 

offences.39 His lawyer was permitted to attend his questioning by the State Security Prosecutor, after 

which Ebada Gomaa was detained at First Nasr City Police Station along with adults until 18 December 

2015 and was then released. His family reported that he told sgdl gd ®chc mns rdd sgd rtm enq 4/ c`xr¯

during his incommunicado detention at the headquarters of the NSA. 

As of 1 June 2016, Ebada Gomaa remained at liberty awaiting trial in two separate cases on charges that 

included belonging to the banned MB, manufacturing weapons, inciting violence against the government 

institutions, and participating in illegal protests, if tried and convicted he could face up to 15 years 

imprisonment. The Egyptian authorities have failed to conduct an independent investigation into his 

allegations of enforced disappearance in breach of their obligations under international law and Egyptian 

laws. He was also held in detention all the time alongside adults in contravention of Egyptian laws. 

 

ABD EL-RAHMAN OSAMA, AGED 17, SUBJECTED TO ENFORCED 
DISAPPEARANCE TWICE 

 

Abd el-Rahman Osama, a 17-year-old. 

®H cn mns rod`j sn xnt `r ` onkhbd neehbdq+ ats `r

a father, and I ask you to feel the pain of a 

lnsgdq vgn b`mmns ehmc gdq bghkc-¯ 

Mother of Abd el-Rahman Osama speaking to a police 

officer after he repeatedly denied that her son was in 

their custody. 

 
© Private, used with permission. 

 

Security forces detained Abd el-Rahman Osama, aged 17, from his home in Cairo at round 6:00am on 11 

July 2015, his mother, told Amnesty International. They appeared to be looking for Abd el-Rahman 

because they were already holding his older brother, Mohamed Osama, detained since beginning of 

2015.  

Five men in plain clothes who were believed to be agents from the NSA and several others in uniform, 

whose faces were concealed and who were armed with automatic weapons+ b`ld sn sgd e`lhkxr gntrd- 

They did not produce a judicial warrant of any kind but when challenged by Abd el-Q`gl`mr lnsher, 

they told her they suspected Abd el-Rahman of making and possessing weapons at his home. ®H snkc sgd

security forces to search our home and if they found anything they can arrest Abd el-Q`gl`m¯, the 

mother said. Although no weapons were found at the house, the security officers took Abd el-Rahman 

away after seizing his mobile phone and some study books, telling his mother that they were taking him to 

the Dar al-Salam Police Station in Cairo.  

Abd el-Q`gl`mr lnsgdq snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k9 

®H v`msdc sn fn hlldch`sdkx sn sgd onkhbd rs`shnm ats lx mdhfgantqr b`kldc ld cnvm `mc r`hc sn fhud hs svn
hours because the security forces were conducting an arrest campaign in the neighbourhood... I waited for a 
couple of hours then went to the Dar al-Salam Police Station. The authorities denied that he was in their 
custody and told me to ask in the Lazougly NSA office. I then saw one of the police officers who arrested Abd 
el-Rahman and tried to enter the police station but the guards prevented me from doing so. I then found 

                                                                                                                                                       
39 Case No. 699 of 2015, Nasr City. 
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another police officer and he told me informally that Abd el-Rahman was in their custody. I stayed outside the 
police station until 17:00, enq `klnrs dhfgs gntqr-¯ 

His mother then obtained the assistance of a lawyer who went with her to the police station but they were 

told that Abd el-Q`gl`m v`r adhmf gdkc tmcdq MR@ `tsgnqhsx `mc mn nmd rgntkc ®rdd ghl nq `rj `ants

ghl-¯ 

On 14 July, after paying bribes to low-ranking police officers, Abd el-Q`gl`mr lnsgdq kd`qms sg`s gd v`r

about to be taken for questioning by the Maadi Prosecutor, so arranged for his lawyer to attend the 

hearing. At the hearing, Abd el-Rahman told the prosecutor that he believed he had been detained 

because his brother was already in custody and denied the NSA allegations that he had been involved in 

l`jhmf `mc rsnqhmf ehqd`qlr- Gd r`hc gd g`c addm enqbdc sn ®bnmedrr¯ sn sgdrd `mc nsgdq needmbdr `esdq

three days of torture (see below) but the prosecutor failed to note his allegations or order an investigation 

or refer him to a forensic authority. Initially, the prosecutor ordered Abd el-Q`gl`m Nr`l`r cdsdmshnm enq

four days but subsequently authorized his continuing detention under three successive 15 day orders, 

during which Abd el-Rahman Osama was held at Dar al-Salam Police Station. His mother was able to visit 

ghl sgdqd dudqx c`x tmshk neehbh`kr ne sgd Otakhb Oqnrdbtsnqr Neehbd snkc gdq sg`s sgdx g`c nqcdqdc ghr

release pending trial. However, when she went to the police station to pick him up, the police said they 

were no longer holding Abd el-Rahman and threatened her before eventually a senior officer told her that 

Abd el-Q`gl`m g`c addm qdkd`rdc `mc he rgd vhrgdc sn ehmc ghl rgd rgntkc ®qdms ` b`q vhsg ` lhb `mc

cqhud `qntmc `mc bg`ms vgdqd hr lx bghkc¯, nq ®knnj enq ghl vhsg xntq qdk`shudr nq l`xad knnj hm oqnsdrsr¯. 

The senior officer then threatened her and warned her that if she or anyone else asked about Abd el-

Rahman again they would be arrested.  

Abd el-Rahman had not been released. While being escorted from the police station, his mother was told 

®hmenql`kkx¯ ax `mnsgdq onkhbd neehbdq sg`s `ksgntfg sgd oqnrdbtsnq nqcdqdc sg`s gd ad eqddc, ®sgd M`shnm`k

Security Agency did not approve of ghr qdkd`rd-¯ 

Abd el-Rahmanr lnsgdq r`hc9 ®H v`r rb`qdc- Vgx `qd sgdx ghchmf lx bghkc> H sgntfgs+ sgdx vhkk jhkk ghl-¯

Although the police continued to deny holding Abd el-Rahman, he was able to telephone his mother 

several days later. He said he was held in a hallway, not a cell, at Dar al-Salam Police Station together 

with around 15 children who had been moved there from Basateen Police Station after a prosecutor also 

authorized their release. However, the National Security Agency refused to release them and transferred 

them to Dar al-Salam Police Station under conditions of enforced disappearance, according to the 

mother. The police did not allow her to see Abd el-Rahman during the month he remained at Dar Al 

Salam, denying that he was there. She made an emotional appeal to the officer in command, telling him: 

®H cn mns speak to you as a police officer, but as a father, and I ask you to feel the pain of a mother who 

b`mmns ehmc gdq bghkc-¯ Rgd kd`qmdc sg`s @ac dk-Rahman had been moved to Basateen Police Station. She 

was able to visit him there. He told her that although the original case against him had been dropped, the 

NSA had prevented his release in order to investigate other allegations and had now charged him and 

nsgdqr vhsg rdo`q`sd needmbdr hm ` mdv b`rd 'sgd ®L``ch bdkkr¯ b`rd(-40 

On 11 May, however, the prosecutor ordered the release of Abd el-Rahman Osama and sent him to 

Basateen Police Station to be released from there. The police only released Abd el-Rahman Osama on 1 

Itmd+ lnqd sg`m 1/ c`xr `esdq sgd oqnrdbtsnqr qdkd`rd nqcdq- 

As of 1 July 2016, Abd el-Rahman Osama remained charged and awaiting trial on charges that included 

belonging to the banned MB and participating in unauthorized protests as well as possessing weapons. If 

convicted, he could face up to 15 years in prison. 

The Egyptian authorities have taken no steps to investigate his enforced disappearance and allegations of 

torture and other ill-treatment. 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                       
40 Case No. 1119 of 2015, Misdemeanors.  
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7. TORTURE AND OTHER 
ILL-TREATMENT  
OF DETAINEES 

®Cn xnu think that you have a price? We can kill you and put 
you in a blanket and throw you in any trash bin and no one 
will ask about you.̄  
An NSA officer to a detainee he was interrogating. 

  

In almost all of the cases documented by Amnesty International, detainees allege that during their enforced 

disappearance NSA officers tortured and otherwise ill-sqd`sdc sgdl hm nqcdq sn nas`hm ®bnmedrrhnmr¯41 that 

could be used at trial to convict them or others, including friends and relatives who oppose or protest against 

the government.  

Sgd MR@r nvm `bshnmr± mns`akx+ sgdhq e`krhehb`shnm ne cds`hmddr `qqdst dates in official documents, 

apparently to conceal the unlawfulness of their arrest and the duration of their detention as an enforced 

disappearance victim liable to torture ± kdmc nauhntr bqdcdmbd sn sgdrd `kkdf`shnmr- Khjdvhrd+ sgd `tsgnqhshdr

refusal to allow lawyers access to forensic medical examinations of detainees in the rare cases when these 

are ordered by prosecutors, suggests that the authorities wish to withhold possible evidence of torture or 

other ill-treatment. 

In some cases, the NSA has ehkldc cds`hmddr ®bnmedrrhmf¯ sn rdqhntr bqhldr nq ognsnfq`ogdc sgdlnext to 

piles of guns, grenades and Molotov cocktails, which they are alleged to have possessed. Some of these 

hl`fdr g`ud sgdm addm onrsdc nm sgd Lhmhrsqx ne Hmsdqhnqr E`bdannj `mc XntTube pages or published in the 

knb`k ldch` `r duhcdmbd sg`s rtoonqsdqr ne sgd LA `mc enqldq Oqdrhcdms Lnqrh `qd dmf`fdc hm ®sdqqnqhrl¯

and that the authorities are successful in combatting them.42 Rtbg ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ `mc hl`fdr+ vghbg

detainees allege were made under duress, raise serious due process concerns when they are published in 

`cu`mbd ne cds`hmddr sqh`kr- 

 

                                                                                                                                                       
41 The fabricated offences include, for example, ®belonging to the banned MB̄, ®protesting without authorization̄, ®inciting protests̄  and 
®attacking security forces, their institutions and check-points̄ .  
42 El-Watan+ ®Lhkhs`qx Rpokesman published a video about the arrest of one of the most dangerous terrorist cells that threatens national 
security Znqhfhm`k hm @q`ahb\¯+ 00 Itkx 1/049 www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj7PlhC7s7o . See also Al-Youm al-R`a`+ ®Sgd `qqdrs ne ` rstcdms
l`inqhmf hm sgd l`mte`bstqhmf ne `qlr¯- 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj7PlhC7s7o
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7.1 METHODS OF TORTURE 
The most common methods of torture used by the NSA, according to former detainees, their families and 

lawyers, are beating; prolonged suspension by the limbs from a ceiling or door while handcuffed and 

blindfolded; and the application of electric shocks, mostly using electro-shock weapons, to the genitals and 

other sensitive areas of the body and face. Some detainees allege that tgdx vdqd rtaidbsdc sn sgd ®fqhkk¯+ `

method in which the victim is rotated over a rod inserted between his tied hands and legs and balanced 

between two chairs. Some detainees say that while detained in NSA premises, they were handcuffed to 

another detainee and on the other side, to a high wall to prevent them from sleeping, damaging their wrists, 

arms and shoulders.43  

Former detainees said they were tortured while being interrogated, usually in their first two weeks of 

incommunicado detention, in sessions that lasted for up to six or seven hours. After their interrogation, 

detainees continued to be detained incommunicado until any visible signs of torture had faded but faced a 

threat of further torture or the arrest of family members if they sought to retracs sgdhq ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ vgdm

questioned by a Public Prosecutor. Consequently, some detainees say, they felt obliged to repeat their 

®bnmedrrhnmr¯ sn sgd oqnrdbtsnq- 

Detainees told Amnesty International they were handcuffed and blindfolded throughout their 

incommunicado detention, and beaten or suspended by their arms or legs if they tried to remove these 

restraints or were caught speaking to other detainees.   

 

7.2 CASES   
The following case examples, all from 2015 and 2016, reflect a much broader number of allegations that 

Amnesty International continues to receive from victims of enforced disappearance, including children, who 

are often confined in the same detention facilities as adults.   

Some detainees say that when they were eventually taken before prosecutors for questioning they told them 

that they had been in detention since before the arrest dates cited by the NSA and tortured to force a 

®bnmedrrhnm¯ ats sg`s sgd oqnrdbtsnqr e`hkdc sn investigate ± for example, by sending them for independent 

medical examination or noting the torture allegation. When, at a later stage and in rare cases, detainees were 

referred by the Public Prosecutors to independent medical examination, their lawyers were not permitted to 

see the resulting reports. In this regard, the prosecutors involved in these cases appear to have failed to 

carry out their statutory duties under Egyptian law to protect all persons against arbitrary arrest and 

detention, torture and other ill-treatment, and to investigate alleged abuses by police and other public 

officials, including NSA officers.  

Nour Khalil (see above) said that he had been interrogated over four days during his enforced disappearance 

in May 2015 by security officials who threatened him with torture, killing and criminal prosecution on 

fabricated charges. He said:   

®H v`r ptdrshnmdc svhbd ` c`x `mc `rjdc sgd r`ld ptdrshnmr- I was threatened with sexual assault and that I 
would be killed. The officers threatened me with electric shocks and they used electric Tasers close to my ears 
to threaten me during the questioning. I was also threatened with fabricated charges that would result in 
rdmsdmbhmf ld sn khed hloqhrnmldms-¯ 

When he went on hunger strike to protest against his detention and ill-treatment, he was assaulted by three 

neehbdqr vhdkchmf a`snmr vgn dmsdqdc ghr bdkk9 ®Sgdx rs`qsdc sn ad`s ld nm lx `qlr `mc rgntkcdqr+ `nd so I 

r`hc sg`s H vhkk d`s- Sgdx qdronmcdc r`xhmf sg`s sgdx cnms b`qd `ants lx khed `mc sgdx nmkx b`qd `ants sgd

hmenql`shnm H g`ud `mc vgdm sgdx fds sgd hmenql`shnm+ sgdx b`m dmc lx khed-¯ 

 

                                                                                                                                                       
43 In February 2011, protesters entered the premises of the SSI in Cairo and some activists photographed or filmed what they saw there, 
including equipment they said state security forces used to suspend detainees. See, for example: www.youtube.com/watch?v=0x8I3-e4aHA 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0x8I3-e4aHA
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Islam Khalil (see above) told Amnesty international that during his 122 days of enforced disappearance in 

2015, he was blindfolded and handcuffed all the time and subjected to beatings, electric-shock torture on 

his genitals, and suspended naked by his wrists and ankles for hours by NSA interrogators in Tanta: 

®Sgdrdbtqhsx `fdmsr snnj ld£ sn `m hmsdqqnf`shnm qnnl vghkd H v`r rshkk g`mcbteedc `mc akhmcenkcdc- @m

officer asked me why I was arrested and I responded by saying that I didms jmnv vgx- Hhad not even 

completed the sentence when I was beaten with batons on my back many times while the officer was telling 

me that I knew exactly why I was here and what I had done. The beatings with batons and hands continued 

`mc sgd neehbdq vntkc r`x+ ¬xnt rshkk cnms v`ms sn rod`j> Eqnl shld sn shld gd vntkc fn rhkdms+ sgd aeatings 

vntkc rsno `mc `f`hm sgd neehbdq vntkc `rj ld9 ¬Xnt cnms v`ms sn rod`j> Vdkk+ H vhkk ad`s xnt tmshk xnt `qd

mns `akd sn rodkk ` vnqc- 

®Sgd ad`shmfr bnmshmtdc+ ax g`mcr nm lx e`bd `mc vhsg sgd a`snmr nm lx ancx+ `mc sgdx ad`s ld vhsg ` vhqd nm
my head. The officer questioning me was not the same as the one beating me. The beatings continued until the 
night, stopping for few minutes and then they would continue again. Then, I was taken back to my cell. My mouth 
and nose were bleeding, so I removed the blindfold and wiped the blood using my T-rghqs¯- 

Over the following days, Islam Khalil says he was mostly kept blindfolded, repeatedly beaten, denied access 

to toilet facilities and deprived of sleep to the extent that he lost track of time and began to hallucinate. One 

morning he thought he was about to be released when officers took him from his cell but, instead, officers 

handcuffed him, struck him on his legs causing him to fall and secured his arms and hands to an iron rod 

which they hoisted to thd bdkkhmf rn sg`s gd v`r g`mfhmf torhcd cnvm vhsg ghr gd`c sn sgd eknnq- ®H edks lx

gd`c v`r fnhmf sn dwokncd `mc rs`qsdc sn eddk khjd H v`r rteenb`shmf-¯ Gd b`kkdc nts: ®Vgx `qd xnt cnhmf sghr

to ld>¯ One of the officers said: ̄ Qdrbtd xntqrdke `mc r`x vg`s xnt jmnv- Mn nmd vhkk qdrbtd xnt-¯ Hrk`l

Khalil said he knew nothing, nor why he was detained to which one of his torturers replied: ®Vgdm xnt jmnv

nq vgdm xnt qdldladq vg`s xnt chc+ fhud tr ` rgnts- He xnt cnms qdldladq+ sgdbasha [a senior NSA 

neehbdq\ vhkk l`jd xnt bnmedrr sn dudqxsghmf-¯ Gd gd`qc `mnsgdqofficer say: ®Xnt rgntkc r`x xntq k`rs oq`xdqr

[Al Shehada\-¯  

Islam Khalil passed out and was lying on his back on the floor when he regained consciousness. Water had 

been used to revive him. His interrogation and torture then resumed. One interrogator beat the soles of his 

feet and another shocked him with an electro-shock weapon:  

®Sgdqd v`r ` btqqdms sg`s H edks `bqnrr lx ancx `mc H rbqd`ldc- Sgdm sgdx ots hs hm lx rhcd `mc Hscreamed 

`f`hm `mc sgdm ` sghqc shld `mc H rbqd`ldc `f`hm- Sgdm sgd neehbdq snkc ld9 ¬Xnt g`c adssdq rod`j-¯ 

Their repeated questioning of his identity led Islam to believe that his interrogators had detained him 

because they thought he was another man whom they sought, named Islam Gamal. He said an officer 

sgqd`sdmdc9 ®Cn xnt sghmj sg`s xnt g`ud ` oqhbd> Vd b`m jhkk xnt+ ots xnt hm ` ak`mjds `mc sgqnv xnt hm `mx

sq`rg ahm+ `mc mn nmd vhkk `rj `ants xnt-¯ 

During a brief respite, a guard who gave Islam water told him that he should tell his interrogator everything, 

warning: ®Anyone who comes to the NSA eventually confesses to everything and that if I died here no one 

vhkk `rj `ants ld-¯ Sgd hmsdqqnf`shnm `mc snqstqd sgdm qdrtldc- Hrk`l v`r l`cd sn rsqho m`ked, he was 

handcuffed and his legs were secured, he was beaten, forced onto his back and one interrogator stood on 

his chest and stomach and kicking him. He passed out and when he regained consciousness, found he had 

been returned to his detention cell.  

@esdq sghr nqcd`k `s S`ms`+ Hrk`l v`r lnudc sn sgd MR@r B`hqn gd`cpt`qsdqr hm K`yntfgkx nm 8 Itkx+ vghbg

gd cdrbqhadc `r ®sgd gdkk-¯ Gd v`r s`jdm sn ` qnnl nm sgd sghqc eknnq+ g`mcbteedc `mc vd`qhmf ` akhmcenkc

that he was able to move sufficiently to see that many other detainees were present, also blindfolded and 

handcuffed and bearing what Islam took to be marks caused by torture. He spent over 60 days at the NSA 

headquarters and was interrogated twice. Officers subjected him to electric shocks, including on his lips, 

genitals and anus, using an electro-shock weapon. They asked him how he was trained to use weapons and 

l`jd dkdbsqhb bhqbthsr enq anlar+ `f`hm qdedqqhmf sn ®Hrk`l F`l`k+ jmnvm `r Hrk`l @at Sdqdj`-¯ Q`sgdq sg`m

face further torture. ®H snkcsgdl sn vqhsd vg`sdudq sgdx v`ms ld sn r`x `mc H vhkk rhfm hs¯, Islam said. 

 




















































